v ) UNITED WAY
L TSt INVESTMENT PRIORITIES

Focus investments on families with young children who live in the areas of Stark and Carroll
Counties with the highest levels of childhood poverty.

® Primary Priority: To prevent or lessen the impact of Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACEs) during early childhood among those who live under the federal poverty level.

o Primary Strategy: Support developmental milestones to ensure a strong start early
in life.

® Secondary Priority: To improve household stability of their parents/caregivers.
o Secondary Strategy: Provide immediate economic supports to avoid long- term
harms.

WHY?

ACEs are potentially traumatic events that occur in childhood. The more ACEs the greater the risk of harm. Research
shows that reducing the risk of ACEs and building upon protective factors reduces the health and economic costs
related to ACEs.1

e Stark County children have more ACEs than children in other communities.2

* Those at greatest risk for multiple ACEs live in poverty or are BIPOC, disabled, urban and
Appalachian.3

Together, childhood poverty and ACEs are linked to worse outcomes in nearly every aspect of life from physical,
mental and behavioral health to educational attainment to job opportunities and success, as well

as reduced quality of life and lifelong earning potential. To shore up future generations, we need to invest early in
cost effective strategies.s

HIGH LEVEL MEASUREMENTS:

Ohio* Stark County*
Kindergarten Readiness (Language & Literacy) 48% 47% (Range by district 27-
73%)
Third Grade Reading Proficiency 68% 67% (Range by district 33-
84%)
Figure 1: What are considered ACEs?!
Abuse Household Challenges Neglect
e Emotional abuse e Witnessing domestic violence e Emotional neglect
e Physical abuse e Substance use in the household e Physical neglect
e Sexual abuse e Mentalillness in the household

e Parental separation or divorce
e Incarcerated member of the
household
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Figure 2: Examples of Risk and Protective Factors’

Community Risk Factors

Protective Factors

Communities with limited education & economic
opportunities

Communities with healthcare providers

Communities with high rates of violence & crime

Communities with safe & affordable
housing

Communities with easy access to drugs & alcohol

Communities with high-quality childcare
& early childhood
education providers

Family Caregivers who experienced ACEs as children Caregivers who provide safe, stable &
and nurturing relationships
Peers

Families living in poverty

Families who can meet basic needs

Caregivers with limited understanding of children’s needs
or development

Positive friendships & peer networks

Individual Children who do not feel they can share their feelings
with their caregivers

Children who develop healthy social and
emotional skills

Figure 3: United Way Priorities Aligned with Key Cost-Effective Prevention Efforts 3

United Way Priority & Strategy CDC Recommended Approach

HPIO Recommend Strategy

Primary Priority: To prevent or lessen| Ensure a strong start for children
the impact of Adverse Childhood

Early childhood education and home
visiting programs

Experiences during early childhood
among those who live under the
federal poverty level.

Enhance skills so that parents
and children can handle stress,
manage emotions and tackle

Parent/caregiver skills training
programs

Primary Strategy: Support everyday challenges
developmental milestones to ensure | Connectyouth to caringadults
a strong start early in life. and activities

Mentoring & school based/after-
school programs with social emotional
instruction

Promote social norms that protect
against violence and adversity

School/community-based
violence prevention programs

Family income supports (rent, utility,
shelters, food, health, crisis programs

Secondary Priority: To improve Strengthen economic supports for
household stability of their families

parents/caregivers.

Secondary Strategy: Provide Intervene to lessimmediate and
immediate economic supports to long-term harms

avoid long-term harms.

Medical-legal partnerships
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