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Our  work  is  focused 
on support ing  fami l ies  wi th  young
chi ldren ,  ages  0 -8 ,  who l ive  in
pover ty  and exper ience s ign i f icant
gaps in  opportun i t ies  which  leads to
gaps in  ach ievement .

Studies  show that  when students
have  the i r  bas ic  needs met ,  they  can
come to  school  ready  to  learn  and be
successfu l .  When the i r  parents  have
barr ie rs  reduced ,  they  can he lp  the i r
ch i ldren  get  to  school  and apprec iate
the i r  learn ing  exper ience.

1 IN 5  CHILDREN IN
STARK COUNTY LIVE
IN POVERTY

In  2022 ,  Un i ted  Way of  Greater  Stark  County
began Strong Neighborhoods,  Strong Fami l ies
-  a  p i lo t  program at  G ibbs  E lementary  School ,
located near  the  Shorb  Neighborhood.  Through
col laborat ions  wi th  loca l  organizat ions ,
serv ices  were  prov ided to  he lp  ensure  ch i ldren
have a  s t rong star t  in  l i fe ,  parents  bu i ld
res i l iency ,  and fami l ies  exper ience less  st ress
and fewer  bar r ie rs  to  economic  ab i l i ty .

Th is  in i t ia t ive  has  expanded to  br ing  serv ices
to  par tner  preschools  and e lementary  schools
in  Al l iance ,  Canton ,  and  Massi l lon !
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The donor  re lat ions  team is
pass ionate  about  he lp ing  ch i ldren
and fami l ies  obta in  br ighter
futures.  They  co l laborate  to
effect ive ly  convey  the  investment
pr ior i t ies  to  donors  and communi ty
par tners  to  secure  the  necessary
resources  for  susta inable  change.

Whether  i t ’s  a  f inancia l  g i f t  or  a  donat ion  dr ive ,  your  support
provides  resources  that  make a  d i f ference!

A young Gibbs  E lementary  s tudent  showed up to  school  one  day
th is  past  year  wear ing  wet  c loth ing.  H is  mother  d id  not  want  h im
to go to  school  in  d i r ty  c lothes ,  but  she  d idn ' t  have
t ransportat ion  to  go  to  the  laundry  mat .  So ,  the  n ight  before  she
c leaned the  c lothes  in  the  bathroom s ink  and hung them to  dry .
However ,  they  were  not  fu l ly  dry  when i t  was t ime to  get  ready
for  school  the  next  day.  Wi th  the  support  of  people  such as
yourse lves ,  and through co l laborat ive  ef for ts ,  th is  ch i ld  was
given  a  pa i r  of  sweatpants  and a  t -sh i r t  upon ar r iv ing  at  school
whi le  h is  c loth ing  was dry ing  in  the  school 's  c lothes  dryer !

I t  takes  a  community  to  work  together  to  a l lev iate  the  impacts
of  poverty  on  our  chi ldren!  Thanks to  your  generous support ,  we
can remove barr iers  to  learning,  a l lowing chi ldren to  focus on
thei r  educat ion.  Because of  you,  they  have a  bet ter  chance of
growing up as  st rong contr ibutors  to  our  community.

THANK YOU for  being a  crucia l  part  of  th is  change!

When I grow up
starts today!

Future Police Officer
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