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We’re proud to be standing in the gap with you, 
United Way’s Leaders in Giving. We’ve been involved 
with United Way for over 40 years and have always 
been greatly impressed by the generosity of local 
organizations and individuals who give back. We 
believe United Way makes us a better community, 
and we feel fortunate to live and work in Stark County.

We thank you for contributing to the 2021 Campaign 
and making an impact on lives every day for our friends 
and neighbors here in Stark County. Thank you to 
the organizations who ran workplace campaigns, to 
those who made corporate gifts, and to you who made 
individual gifts – all to make our community a better 
place for all of us. 

Dave and Laura Grabowsky 
2021 Campaign Chairs
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You are the leaders of our community, and together, we have made a difference in the 
areas of health, education, and financial stability for individuals and families who have 
needed our help during challenging times. You may not know their names, but please 
know they carry thanks in their hearts for your kindness and generosity.

We just celebrated 100 years of United Way in Stark County — 100 years resulting in 
thousands of stories of hope, safety, security, and success. United Way’s work and the 
significant role it plays in this community will continue to bring people, organizations, 
and communities together around a common cause, vision, and path forward. Together, 
we are working hard every day to make real change happen. Thank you for joining us in 
advancing the common good by improving the quality of life in our communities, and 
thank you for Living UNITED!

Maria Heege, Retired
President and CEO
United Way of Greater Stark County

After 41 years of service, I have stepped down 
as President and CEO of United Way. I would 
like to take this opportunity to express my deep 
appreciation of your continuous support! As I 
look back over the years, I am grateful for your 
generous partnership with us and for your 
trust in our work.
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*Deceased

Terri and Pete Bate

Kathy and Bob Belden

Tom and Vanessa Botzman

Thomas A. Burns and Sara E. Strattan

Lettie May Clawson

Carrie Clemens

William and Terry Cook

Jeff and Kathy Day

Bob and Linda DeHoff

Rich and Anne Desrosiers

Connie Drabick

Chuck and Debbie Ducey

Sarah Anne Efremoff

Elizabeth Engels

Thomas V. Ferrero

Mike and Kay Flood

Philip and Lynn Francis

Joseph French

Neil and Marie Genshaft

Dan Gichevski

LaFlovia Ginanni

Girl Scouts of North East Ohio

Chris and Michele Goff

Derek Gordon

David and Laura Grabowsky

Rick and Vicki Haines

Joe and Nancy Halter

Dr. Suzanne and Mr. Alan Harold

Chuck and Rosemarie Hoover

Larry and Nancy Hoover

Michael and Debra Howard

Rev. Dr. David and Dr. Jane Hoyt-Oliver

H-P Products, Inc.

Vicki Jin

James and Louanne Kiko

Rich and Stacey Kyle

William and Pearl Lemmon

Stephanie and Erich Maier

Michael and Amy Mast

Paula Mastroianni

Don and Merrie McCord

Dr. John J. McGrath

Karen and Richard McQueen

Cathy Mick-Jennings

Ronald C.* and Patricia A. Miller

Deanna and David Morris

Mary Ann Morrison

Gina and Harry Myers

Jim and Wrenn Nicodemo

Fred and Virginia Olivieri

Dr. Adrienne O’Neill

Angela Perisic

Diane and Kevin Pete

Sandy Phillips

Rob Pierson

Adrianne Price

Sam and Teresa Purses

Tim and Terry Regula

Christopher and Stacy Remark

Terri and Ed Roth

Taylor and Kari Schauer

Cis and Gary Schumacher

Denise A. Seachrist, Ph.D.

Gary and Linda Sirak

The Johnny and Susan Sirpilla Family

Kevin and Linda Smith

Randy and Leslee Snow

Carl* and Sally Sorenson

Don Sultzbach

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Swaldo

The Swaldo/Blackerby Family

Drs. Michael and Julie Thomas

Jean Tondola-Smith

Chuck Tyburski

Robert and Karen Vandervaart

Bill and Candy Wallace

Cathy and Patrick Wyatt

Scott and Kathy Zurakowski

Thirteen donors to the Maria Heege 

Endowment Fund wish to remain 

anonymous

MARIA HEEGE ENDOWMENT FUND

To honor Maria’s retirement and 41 years of service to our community, the United Way 
of Greater Stark County Board of Directors created The Maria Heege Endowment Fund. 

The following have made donations.
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For 100 years, United Way has been serving the needs 
of the Greater Stark County community. Our commitment 
has not wavered, and as times have changed and 
needs have become more complex, we have evolved 
in our methods to address community needs. We now 
embark on our next 100 years, and we know that to be 
successful, we must adapt, become even more strategic, 
and take bold action. 

As the new President and CEO of United Way of Greater 
Stark County, I am ready for the challenge and excited for 
the opportunity to take us into the future. I thank you for 
being Leaders in Giving and for continuing the journey 
with us. Thank you for believing in the future of this 
community. Most importantly, thank you for giving hope. 

Angela Perisic
President and CEO
United Way of Greater Stark County

Top (l.-r.): Dave and Laura Grabowsky, Judge Michael Howard, Ret., Angela 
Perisic, and Maria Heege. Thank you, Dave and Laura, for hosting the 
2021 Campaign wrap-up celebration.
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For 100 years, United Way has focused on 
building a better, equitable community where 
everyone has the potential for a healthier life, 
better education, and more financial stability. While 
our community continues to change, our mission and 
commitment to Stark and Carroll Counties remains the 
same. As we reflect on our past and look forward to our future, 
we know now more than ever, we must come together to positively 
impact our community’s future for all.  

Right now, tens of thousands of people in Stark County are struggling to stay afloat. These 
are real people, who need real help from generous people who are willing to give a lending 
hand. The harsh reality is poverty hurts us all — whether it directly affects you or not. As 
we step into the future, we know hard work needs to be done, and we’re here to make 
our community a stronger, safer place for everyone.

Currently, one out of every five children in Stark County lives in poverty. Our team at United 
Way is dedicated to helping and supporting families and children in need of local, community 
resources that could be the key to helping get a family out of poverty for good and see a 
brighter future is within their reach. We know this is an urgent crisis and that it starts at homes 
in our neighborhoods with families most at risk of remaining or becoming poor.

To commemorate our Centennial year, we have launched the STRONG NEIGHBORHOODS, 
STRONG FAMILIES initiative to directly work with residents of neighborhoods in need 
and link them to our funded services. We will support single parent families – especially 
those headed by female heads of households where racial, gender, and income disparities 
exist – and meet them right at home. The first phase of this program will focus on the 
Shorb N.W. neighborhood in Canton, by partnering with Canton For All People and the 
neighborhood elementary school to offer more support to their students and families.

To make this initiative successful, we need passionate community members to collaborate 
and encourage both school and resident-driven feedback and planning. Together, we can 
create real change and brighter futures for every child. Together, we can help each and every 
child unleash their full potential. 

Jim and Cincy Camp 
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society

This year, United Way celebrates its 100th anniversary of serving Greater Stark County. 
Much like 100 years ago, our community faces the aftermath of a pandemic and 
economic challenges. Despite these challenges, the generosity of our community allows 
for the needs of so many to not only be seen but met. United Way was founded on the 
principle that when we all work together we can accomplish great things. That principle 
still stands true today. We are extremely grateful for the opportunity to make a difference 
for our neighbors in need. We’ve always believed that the Greater Stark County community 
is generous and caring and each of you continues to prove that. In 2021, the Alexis de 
Tocqueville network gave nearly $1.4 million. We’d like to thank you for your generosity 
in making a difference. Thank you for reaching out your hand.

Chris and Michele Goff
2021 Alexis de Tocqueville Society Chairs

Only 26 when he toured America 
in 1831, Alexis de Tocqueville 
recognized, applauded and 
immortalized North American 
voluntary action on behalf of 
the common good. He wrote, 
“I must say that I have seen 
Americans make a great deal 
of real sacrifices to the public 
welfare; and have noticed a 
hundred instances in which 
they hardly ever failed to 
lend a faithful support to one 
another,” eloquently capturing 
the essence of personal 
philanthropy that persists 
almost three centuries later.
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society

Founded worldwide in 1984
The United Way Tocqueville Society is an opportunity for passionate individuals to 
become more deeply involved in United Way’s mission. Currently, 400 societies have 
raised over $529 million dollars from nearly 25,000 individuals. These leaders share a 
global spirit of philanthropy and engage locally, nationally, and globally to improve the lives 
of others.

Since 1996, the United Way of Greater Stark County Alexis de Tocqueville Society has 
recognized local philanthropic leaders and volunteer champions who have devoted time, 
talent, and funds to create long-lasting changes by tackling our communities’ most 
serious issues.

Step Up Program 
Allows donors to begin giving at a $5,000 level 
and be recognized as an Alexis de Tocqueville 

Society member while increasing gifts 
over a six-year period.

$5,000
$6,000
$7,000
$8,000
$9,000

$10,000

– Year 1
–  Year 2
–  Year 3
–  Year 4
–  Year 5
–  Year 6

Membership Gift Levels
$1 million+ 

over five years

$750,000 - $999,999
$500,000 - $749,999
$250,000 - $499,999
$100,000 - $249,999

$75,000 - $99,999
$50,000 - $74,999
$25,000 - $49,999
$15,000 - $24,999
$10,000 - $14,999

–  La Table Ronde de 
 Millions de Dollars

–  Ordre de Prospérité
–  Ordre de Connaissance
–  Ordre d’Indépendance
–  La Société Nationale
–  Ordre de Fraternité
–  Ordre d’Egalité
–  Ordre de Liberté
–  Ordre de Géneréux
–  Membres de la Société

9
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society Members
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Mark and Amy SterlingW

The Beaver Excavating Company

LA TABLE RONDE DE 
MILLIONS DE DOLLARS
Gifts of $1 million+ over 5 years

The W. Henry Hoover Fund+

ORDRE D’ÉGALITÉ
Gifts of $50,000 - $74,999

ORDRE DE LIBERTÉ
Gifts of $25,000 - $49,999

Jim and Evelyn Valentine
Valentine Contractors Inc.

Geoff and Amy Karcher
The Karcher Group

Rich and Stacey KyleW+

The Timken Company
Bob and Linda DeHoffW+

DeHoff Development Company/
DeHoff Realtors

Two Ordre de Liberté 
members wish to remain 

anonymous

Alexis de Tocqueville Society Members

The Deuble Foundation
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Paul and Jane BishopW+

H-P Products, Inc.
CricketW and Ted Boyd+Dr. Michael J. Bernard+ Dave and Candee BishopW+

H-P Products, Inc.

Chris and Michele GoffW+

Employers Health
Larry and Nancy HooverW+Chris and Teri Coughlin+

The Timken Company/
DeHoff Realtors

Scott and Karen FitzpatrickW+

Fitzpatrick Enterprises

Larry* and Pat* Merriman
GBS Corp.

Ronald C.* and Patricia A. MillerW+Mike and Holly Jeffries and 
The Jeffries Family

The Joseph A. Jeffries 
Company

William and Pearl Lemmon
Brookwood Management Company

Stephen A. and Sondra D. PerryW Gary and Linda SirakW+

Sirak Financial Services
Dean and Grace OlivieriW+

The Fred Olivieri Companies - 
Fred Olivieri Construction/GRACO 

Concrete/MRO Built

Fred and Virginia OlivieriW+

The Fred Olivieri Companies - 
Fred Olivieri Construction/GRACO 

Concrete/MRO Built

ORDRE DE GÉNERÉUX Gifts of $15,000 - $24,999

LIG_2021_22 book_FA.indd   11LIG_2021_22 book_FA.indd   11 8/29/22   3:38 PM8/29/22   3:38 PM



Alexis de Tocqueville Society Members

12 +Increased pledge    *Deceased member     RRetired member     NNew member     WWomen United member

ORDRE DE GÉNERÉUX  CONTINUED

Marlene and Joe TootR+

The Timken Company
Robert Vitale

Midwest Industrial Supply, Inc.
The Johnny and 

Susan SirpillaW Family+

Encourage, LLC

Kevin and Linda SmithW+

PPI Graphics/Sirak Financial 
Services

Howard and Sandy Wenger
Northstar Asphalt, Inc. / 

Stark Materials, Inc. / 
Massillon Materials, Inc.

Dick Nicely was an honored 
mentor in the 2020 Campaign. 
Pictured here with Laura and 
Dave Grabowsky.

One Ordre de Géneréux 
member wishes to remain 

anonymous

Harold E. Ziegler, Jr.+

Ziegler Tire & Supply 
Company
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David and Kristen Beck
Run To You Racing LLC

The Biery FamilyW

Biery Cheese Company
Mark and Beverly Belgya+

Greg DiNarda
Merrill Wealth Management

Mark and Michelle Fedor
Morgan Engineering Company

Michael and Dawn Conny
MAC Trailer Enterprises, Inc.

The Dan DeHoff Family
DeHoff Development Company

Ryan and Evrim Fulmer+ Mary Ann* and Art GarfieldR

FirstEnergy

Russ and Evelyn Folger+ Philip and Joan FracassaW

The Timken Company

MEMBERS DE LA SOCIÉTÉ Gifts of $10,000 - $14,999

Dr. and Mrs. W Anthony Codispoti+

Foundation Systems & Anchors, 
Inc. / Canton Galvanizing

Garrett and Megan BrownW+

Employers Health

Steve and Lori BurgerW+

Employers Health/
Stark State College

RobertR and Nancy Gessner
MCTV

David and Laura GrabowskyW+
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society Members

The Mastroianni Family
Alliance Ventures

Michael and Amy MastW+

MEMBERS DE LA SOCIÉTÉ  CONTINUED

TerriW and Ed RothR

Retired President of 
Aultman Health Foundation

Christopher and Stacy RemarkW+

Aultman Health Foundation/
North Canton Medical Foundation

Don and Merrie McCordR+

Marathon Petroleum Company LP 
Ohio Refining Division

Gary and Livvy MullW+

Rick and Vicki HainesW+

Aultman Health 
Foundation

Chuck and Rosemarie Hoover+

Malone University: 
Executive in Residence

Zach and Allie HostetlerW+

Employers Health
The Kempthorn Family+

Kempthorn Motors, Inc.

William* and Sharon LuntzW+ Dick and Kathi MaggioreW+

Innis Maggiore

SusanW and Larry RayR

Nationwide Insurance
LuciaW and Joe Pileggi+

KeyBank/Aramark

Jim and Peggy Savage+

AultCare
David and Lisa SchauerW

Schauer Group, Inc.
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society Members

MEMBERS DE LA SOCIÉTÉ  CONTINUED

Harvey and Linda WagnerW Mike and Melanie Williams+

TimkenSteel Corporation

Drs. Michael and Julie ThomasW+

Thomas & Associates, DDS / 
Julie M. Thomas, DDS

The Swaldo/Blackerby 
FamilyW+

Gervasi Vineyard

Jack and Joy Timken
Timken Foundation 

of Canton

JaneW and Tim Timken
The Ward J. Timken, Jr. Charitable Fund / 

McKinley Strategies

Mark and Tonya WrightW

Aultman Health Foundation

Two Members de la 
Société wish to remain 

anonymous

Larry and Ginny SmergliaW

UBS Financial Services, Inc
Gerald Schroer, Jr.
The Schroer Group

Carl* and Sally SorensonW+ Mike Stull+

Employers Health

Chris and Nicole Todaro
The J.M. Smucker Company

Dr. Gregory and Carol BonavitaW 

Aultman Deuble Heart & Vascular Hospital LLC

Anonymous Gift In Memory of Peggy Cantwell+

GeneR and Sally Little+ 
The Timken Company

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS:

Dane and Tracy Mayle+ 
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Geoff and Shawn Marie Nicely 
R.G. Smith Company Inc.

The Tolerton FamilyW
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society Mentors

The following individuals have been honored for their contributions to Greater Stark County 
and their impact on the lives of people close to them. Those affecting change in either the 
personal or public realm have done so by example – their unselfish commitment to giving 
back is a shining beacon in our community.

An additional $10,000 was donated in their names to United Way as a way of recognizing 
the mark they made on the individuals paying tribute to them, and on Stark County as a 
whole. If you are interested in honoring someone who has impacted your life with a 
gift to United Way in their name, please contact: Terri Bate, Director of Philanthropy, 
330-491-9969, terri.bate@uwstark.org.

Alexis de Tocqueville Society Mentors

Guy Cecchini 
Known all around Stark County as “Mr. McDonald’s,” Guy Cecchini was 
much more than just a McDonald’s owner/operator. A key component 
of Guy’s business was his commitment to give back to the community 
and to the many people who helped make him so successful. Guy Cecchini 
was honored by members of the Board of Directors of United Way of 
Greater Stark County.

E.L. (Al) Cutler
E. L. (Al) Cutler, founder of Cutler Real Estate, was a leader and a driving 
force in his business, the Board of REALTORS and the community. Al was 
giving of his time and knowledge and was responsible for the careers of 
many outstanding local REALTORS. E. L. Cutler was honored by Jim Bray, 
Jim Camp, and Jay Cutler from Cutler Real Estate.

Paul David
Paul David, founder of Camelot Records and the Paul and Carol David 
Foundation, made a lasting impression on many in Stark County through 
his generous works. Paul David was honored by the United Way Board 
of Trustees for his community vision, commitment to children, and 
community service in Stark County.

Ardis and Glenn DeHoff
True leaders in every sense, Ardis and Glenn DeHoff set the standards for 
their family and community. Founders in 1962 of what is now DeHoff Realtors 
and DeHoff Development Company, Ardis and Glenn began implementing 
their legacy of community vision, business leadership, and family values. 
Ardis and Glenn DeHoff were honored by Bob and Linda DeHoff.
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society Mentors

Lynn and Robert Grabowsky
Lynn was known for her talents as a great cook, pianist, putting family 
first, and for her work in the community. For Robert ‘Bob’ Grabowsky, 
hard work and dedication to his family were core values. The Canton 
native was known as a kind businessman who always gave back to 
the community that he felt had given him so much. Lynn and Bob 
Grabowsky were honored by Standard Plumbing and Heating, Inc. and 
the Grabowsky Family.

Richard and Marilyn Kempthorn
Richard “Dick” and Marilynn “Lynn” Kempthorn were lifetime residents 
of Canton, Ohio. Dick became the CEO of Kempthorn Motors in 1964 
when he bought the dealership from his father. Lynn was the strong 
and silent type giving of her time freely to many civic causes. Dick and 
Lynn taught the family, “To whom much is given, much is expected.” 
Dick and Lynn were honored by their sons, Eric and Jim Kempthorn, 
their daughter Dana Parker, and the Kempthorn Motors Employees.   

William “Bill” Luntz
William “Bill” Luntz grew up in a home where giving was considered 
more important than receiving. That became a strong influence on 
him, and Bill said, “My father always told me when you derive your 
livelihood from a community, you have an obligation to give back.” 
Learning that lesson at a young age shaped Bill’s life in the Stark 
County community. Bill dedicated his life to his community, which is 
evidenced by his long-time commitments to numerous organizations. 
Bill was honored by his wife, Sharon Luntz.

 
Nancy Markley
Nancy Markley will be remembered for her love of Ohio history, her 
passion for teaching children, and her famous Dutch apple pie. Nancy 
served on the board of the Stark County Historical Society for 20 years 
and was the founding president of the Auxiliary for the William 
McKinley Presidential Library and Museum. Nancy volunteered 
for many years for the United Way Fund Drive, often presenting at 
workplace rallies. Nancy was honored by the Markley Family.
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society Mentors

Ronald Carl (R.C.) Miller
Ronald Carl (R.C.) Miller Sr. left a legacy as a philanthropist and business 
leader in the greater Stark County community. As founder of R. C. Miller 
Refuse Service, Inc., his company was rated in the top 100 waste-hauling 
companies in the USA for four years, reaching all the way to #42 before 
the sale of the company in 1998. R.C. Miller was honored by members of 
the Alexis de Tocqueville Society of Greater Stark County. 

Richard (Dick) Nicely
Richard (Dick) Nicely, is the CEO of R.G. Smith Company, having 
purchased it from his father. Dick says being a mentor is something 
you just evolve into. “I’ve had many business friends that I would 
consider mentors.” It is a relationship that develops through daily 
interactions like watching someone solve issues. Dick was honored by 
Geoff and Shawn Marie Nicely, his son and daughter-in-law, who say, 
“Our father has, and continues to be, an inspiration when it comes to 
philanthropy and his love of this community.”

Fred and Virginia Olivieri
Born in Canton to fathers who emigrated from Italy in 1920, Fred and 
Virginia put their personalities and talents together to make a dynamic 
impact in the community in which they grew up and have loved. Together, 
they founded the Fred Olivieri Construction Company over 60 years ago 
in the basement of their home. Fred and Virginia have been blessed 
by their family, but the children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren 
have enjoyed the gift of unconditional love and true mentorship from 
them. Fred and Virginia Olivieri were honored by Dean and Grace Olivieri, 
Christine Olivieri Hackett, and the Olivieri Family.

  
Dr. James Pagano
Dr. Pagano, a surgeon, graduated from St. Louis University, interned at 
Mercy Medical Center, and married Dr. James F. King’s aunt, who was 
also a registered nurse. Pagano helped Dr. King with his schooling at 
the University of Notre Dame and medical school at St. Louis University. 
Because of Dr. Pagano’s help early in his life, Dr. King became a respected 
and very successful gastroenterologist in the community. Dr. James F. 
King and his wife Charlene — an R.N.— decided to honor his mentor, Dr. 
James Pagano, with a gift in his name to the United Way Foundation. 
Their gift was the first Alexis de Tocqueville Mentor gift.

18
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society Mentors

19

Congressman Ralph and Mary Regula
Education was always a top priority for the Congressman. He was integral 
in the creation of NEOUCOM Medical School and Stark State College of 
Technology. Mary was an avid speaker on women’s issues, U.S. history, 
and First Ladies. She founded the First Ladies’ Library on Market Street in 
downtown Canton. Congressman Ralph and Mary Regula were honored 
by Bob and Linda DeHoff.

Herbert Schalmo
Herbert Schalmo was admired for his high moral principles. He 
was a devoted Catholic, a great American patriot and a successful 
businessman who believed in service above self. Herbert Schalmo 
was honored by the Schalmo family.

John B. Sirpilla
The son of Italian immigrants, John B. Sirpilla lived the American dream to 
the fullest. He was hard working, dedicated to his family, and a steward 
of service and philanthropy in the community. John Sirpilla was honored 
by staff, volunteers, and members of the Board of Directors of United Way 
of Greater Stark County.

William “Don” Sterling
William “Don” Sterling started Beaver Excavating in 1953 when he took out a 
$4,000 mortgage on his house to purchase a small backhoe and bulldozer. 
William “Don” Sterling was honored during Beaver’s 50th anniversary by 
his sons Mark, Jeff, and Greg Sterling, and daughter Jill Givens for his 
entrepreneurial leadership and community service in Stark County. 

J. Babe Stearn
Close to 70 of J. Babe Stearn’s 90 years were spent giving back to 
the Stark County community, particularly to the young people. J. 
Babe Stearn was honored by the Friends of J. Babe Stearn for his 
commitment to the children of Stark County.

LIG_2021_22 book_FA.indd   19LIG_2021_22 book_FA.indd   19 8/29/22   3:38 PM8/29/22   3:38 PM



A Tribute to Women’s Work with United Way
In 2006, Mrs. Herbert E. Markley paid tribute to the work that women 
have done for the United Way throughout the years. Women dedicated 
to bettering the community have fulfilled the roles of policy makers, 
allocators, fundraisers, donors, and volunteers for over 100 years in 
Greater Stark County.

Mildred Urbach
Mildred Urbach was the first woman to lead the United Way of
Central Stark County (United Fund) campaign, raising more than
$1 million in 1968. Mildred Urbach was honored by Dr. John and Dr. 
Arysol Niffenegger. Mildred was John’s grandmother.

Dr. Ralph T. Warburton
Ralph Warburton, M.D. was known as someone who not only dreamed 
the impossible dream, but enthusiastically set out to make it happen. 
Dr. Warburton was one of the founders of the North Canton Medical 
Foundation, a not-for-profit foundation. Dr. Ralph Warburton was honored 
by the staff, patients, volunteers, and members of the Board of Directors 
of the North Canton Medical Foundation. 

Alexis de Tocqueville Society Mentors
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Alexis de Tocqueville Society Mentors

Above: Sharon Luntz, (l.) is pictured with Janet and 
Greg Luntz. Sharon honored her husband, Bill Luntz, in the 
2020 Campaign. Sadly, Bill passed away January 1, 2022.  
Greg Luntz will be the chair of the 2023 United Way Campaign.

21
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“Bloom where you are planted” is quoted often, and Jack Peters lived these words every day 
of his 96 years. After an amazing life giving back to the community he loved, Jack Peters 
passed away on November 28, 2021. Aside from his four years spent earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in business administration from the University of Pennsylvania Wharton 
School of Finance in 1947, he lived his entire life in Alliance. Jack even told his college 
sweetheart, Madge Patterson, that he was from Alliance, the “Garden Spot of Ohio.” Much 
to her surprise, when she stepped off the train when visiting Alliance for the first time she 
exclaimed, “Is this the garden spot?” Apparently, Alliance was as Jack described because 
Madge never left. 

Jack was a true visionary who saw the good in people and wanted to find ways to, as he 
described, “give them a little boost” so they could achieve their goals. Of course, when 
you are a visionary like Jack, you think BIG. Thus, came the birth of the Greater Alliance 
Foundation, a community foundation dedicated to improving the lives of Alliance residents.
 
Through his humble example, a truly remarkable legacy was left for the community; 
countless partnerships, initiatives, scholarships, and ideas were born in the city he loved.  
Jack led by example when he asked people to “join me.” Jack was a past president of United 
Way of Alliance and led the United Way Fund to success. Jack and Madge were members of 
United Way of Greater Stark County’s Alexis de Tocqueville Society for nearly 15 years, and 
they passed that spirit of giving and making a difference onto their community. 

If there’s one word that keeps popping up when describing Jack, it’s the word “mentor.” 
To call him a friend was to call him a mentor. To know him was to love him.

Jack Peters is being honored by the Greater Alliance Foundation Board of Trustees

Jack Peters
Bloom where you 
are planted

Madge and Jack 

MENTOR
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Tom Schervish spent the majority of his life emphasizing the importance of giving back to your 
community. Whether it was speaking to a group of fellow business owners or volunteering with 
young kids, Tom made it a priority to share his knowledge, time, and talents with others. 

Growing up in Detroit, Tom spent his days organizing neighborhood games of sandlot baseball 
and pond hockey. While in high school, he coached his younger brother’s baseball teams and 
developed a love for mentoring others that went far beyond the diamond. Through the Army’s 
ROTC program, Tom received his BA in marketing from The University of Detroit. Shortly after 
graduating, 22-year-old Tom was stationed in South Korea, where he was charged with managing a 
supply depot and 200 soldiers. As a Quartermaster Corps Officer, Tom dutifully served his country 
and whole-heartedly believed in the values learned during his service. Eventually, he left Michigan 
to relocate to Stark County. While working as a salesperson for Elum Music, he discovered the 
Burger King restaurant franchise and immediately knew the Whopper® had immense potential. He 
then traveled to Miami, where he graduated first in his class from Whopper® College (yes, that’s 
a real thing!). Burger King recognized Tom’s potential and assigned him a large territory in Ohio 
and Michigan to develop over 40 restaurants. Through his dozens of successful business ventures, 
Tom found what he loved most was empowering people and helping them fulfill their potential. 
When not working, Tom could be found going above and beyond for his community by investing 
a significant amount of time and energy in Stark County’s nonprofit and Catholic charities. He led 
countless fundraisers and served on boards for over 20 local nonprofits. In 2002, as a testament 
to his support of the Catholic church, Walsh University awarded him an Honorary Doctor of 
Human Services and had The Schervish Dining Hall named in his honor. 

Despite his accomplishments, he never lost sight of his priorities as a loving husband and father. 
Married to Angela (Brio) for 50 years, it was important to him that his family attend church on 
Sundays and sit down together for dinner when possible. He went to great lengths to bring his 
family together and lit up with joy when with his four grandchildren. Tom’s Catholic faith was a 
major influence in his life and was reflected in his continuous generosity and support for others. 
He truly felt blessed because of his faith, family, and work endeavors. Throughout his life, he 
always advised everyone to “count your blessings,” a statement Tom emulated every day. 

Tom Schervish is being honored by the Schervish Family

Tom Schervish
Count your blessings
Tom is pictured with his wife, Angela, and his four 
grandchildren, (l. to r). Liam, Tommy, Isla, and Anna

MENTOR
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Leaders in Giving

At the core of every worthwhile endeavor are leaders whose generosity and dedication 
set the course for others. United Way Leaders in Giving support life-changing programs 
for children, adults, and seniors in our community. Hundreds of leaders donate $1,000 or 
more annually to United Way to build stronger, healthier communities and by pooling their 
resources with others, they make a difference that none of us could achieve alone. Thank 
you, generous Leaders in Giving, for investing over $1 million in the 2021 Campaign to 
make Stark and Carroll counties stronger.

Step Up Program 
Allows donors to begin giving at a $500 level and 
be recognized as a Leader in Giving donor while 

increasing gifts over a five-year period.

$500
$600
$750
$900

$1,000

– Year 1
– Year 2
– Year 3
– Year 4
– Year 5

Membership Gift Levels

$7,500 - $9,999
$5,000 - $7,499
$2,500 - $4,999
$1,500 - $2,499
$1,000 - $1,499

– Platinum
– Gold
– Silver
– Pewter
– Bronze

+Increased pledge    *Deceased member     RRetired member     NNew member     WWomen United member2424
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Leaders in Giving

+Increased pledge    *Deceased member     RRetired member     NNew member     WWomen United member

Leaders in Giving Donors 

Hal Jones+

Gerrard Schmid+

Mrs. B. J. Wilkins

One Platinum member 
wishes to remain anonymous

Abbott Electric, Inc.
Jim and Nancy Abbott

Aultman Alliance Community Hospital
Drs. DebraW and Richard Lehrer

Aultman Health Foundation
Jerry and Tiffany Good WitmerW+

Dr. Clifford and Cindy Johnson+

Thomas and Katherine Kirkpatrick
Adam and Jodi LuntzW+

Fermin and Susan OliveraW

Doug Wilson and Allison Oprandi+
Chris and Janet Parrish+

ForeverLawn
Fermin and Susan OliveraW

Fresh Mark, Inc.
Neil and Marie Genshaft

H-P Products, Inc.
Allen and Carol Green+

Merrill Wealth Management
Jim and Susan Craig
Michael and Sherry Huth+

Morgan Stanley
Doug Wilson and Allison Oprandi+

Ohio Eye Alliance, Inc.
Drs. DebraW and Richard Lehrer

The Timken Company
Mike HillR
ThomasR and Katherine Kirkpatrick
SueW and TimR Timken
Robert and Karen Vandervaart+

GOLD LEVEL
Gifts of $5,000 - $7,499

United Glass & Panel Systems, Inc.
Tom and Shelly Nesbitt

United Way of Greater Stark County
Karl and Maria HeegeRW

Individual Supporters
Julie BalzerW

Mrs. Ann M. BrothersW+

The William D. and Joan Ekedahl Clarke 
   Charitable Fund
Manish and Sumana GoyalW+

Bob Leibensperger
Ann McDaniel
Earl and Nancy Sheehan+

Two Gold members wish to 
remain anonymous

AultCare
Frank and Noreen Hayden+

Jason and Debra Justus+

Aultman Alliance Community Hospital
Frank and Amy Antonacci+

Aultman Health Foundation
Leo and Linda CaseyW

Tim and Carolyn Coblentz+

Michael and Anne GuntherW+

JenniferW and Ted Jones
Jason and Debra Justus+

Dr. Steven Kelly+

JenniferW and Jonathan Kessel+
Lori L. Mertes, M.D.W and Matthew E.    
  Hiestand, M.D.
Robert and Rachel MolnarW+

DianeW and Kevin Pete+

Tim and Terry Regula+

Matt and Marissa RitzertW+

Gilbert and Christine RowleyW

Jennifer and Dr. Ron Rusnak
Matthew and Andrea StewartW+

Belden Brick Company
BillR and Karen Belden

Black McCuskey Souers & Arbaugh, LPA
Bruce and Celeste Soares
Chuck TyburskiR+

SILVER LEVEL
Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999

Bridgestone Americas, Inc.
Tom and Shelley Kingsbury+

Chris Rowley Photography
Gilbert and Christine RowleyW

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP
Dave and Nicole Groves+

CommQuest Services, Inc.
The Michael and Elaine ReolfiW Family

Consumers National Bank
Renee WoodW+

Diebold Nixdorf
B. Scott and Mary Jo HarroffW+

Donovan, Klimczak & Company
Kevin and Debbie Beck

Employers Health
David Uldricks+

ExxonMobil Chemical
Mark D. CrawfordN

Farmers National Bank
William and Lori Shivers

First Commonwealth Bank
Stanley R. ForakerN

Fulfab, Inc.
Jeffrey Plum+

The Furbay Electric Supply Company
Tim and Jean FurbayW

Hall of Fame Title Agency, Inc.
Alan and Melanie Oberster

H-P Products, Inc.
Frank and Amy Antonacci+
Greg Calderone+

Beka and John EisenbarthW+

Ironrock Capital, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Guy F. RenkertW

J. Steven Renkert

Jackson Local Schools
Robert and Rachel MolnarW+

Gifts of $7,500 - $9,999
PLATINUM LEVEL
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TimkenSteel Corporation
Salvatore J. Miraglia, Jr.R

Paul and Kristine SyrvalinW+

United Way of Greater Stark County
TerriW and Pete Bate+

University Hospitals
Jennifer and Dr. Ron Rusnak

University of Mount Union
The Michael and Elaine ReolfiW Family

WDPN/WDJQ Radio Stations
Christine and Don Peterson, III+

Individual Supporters
Richard E. Bordner*+

Susan E. BowlingW+

Richard and Susanne Campbell
Ronald and Mary* Davis
Mark and Karen DeGalan+

Chuck and Debbie DuceyW

Mr. and Mrs. Norman J. Gaynor III+

Brad and Sue Goris+

Donald Harry
Michael and Debra HowardW+

Dr. Stephen and Mrs. Wendy Johnson+

Sally Marrell+
Don and Jan Prather+

Laurie and Allen RovnerW

Bill and Gloria Sheffield
Chip and Lisa M. PainterW+

Steven and Kristina YoungW+

Nine Silver members wish to 
remain anonymous

+Increased pledge    *Deceased member     RRetired member     NNew member     WWomen United member +Increased pledge    *Deceased member     RRetired member     NNew member     WWomen United member26

PEWTER LEVEL
Gifts of $1,500 - $2,499

Abbott Electric, Inc.
Mike and Barb Abbott+

Brent and Stefanie FatzingerW+

Adco Distributors, Inc.
Barry and Michelle AdelmanN

Alliance for Children & Families
Tonya L. StanfillW+

Peter and Shirene Tapyrik+

AultCare
Susan K. Barnes

Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & 
Dougherty Co., LPA
John* and Diane Bogniard+

Ann Marie and Randy HuntW

Lavery Automotive Sales & Service LLC
William and Sally Lavery+

Massillon City Schools
Matthew and Andrea StewartW+

Massillon Container Company
BeverlyW and Rob VailR+

My Community Health Center
Tim and Terry Regula+

Nationwide Insurance
Michael J. Studebaker

North Canton Medical Foundation
John and Gerri Humphrey

Paarlo Plastics Inc.
James and Patricia ParkW+

Putman Properties, Inc.
Wick Hartung+

Timothy J. Putman+

Richeson Design, Inc.
Anne Richeson ScanlonW and 
   Blake Scanlon+

Rite Aid
Tom and Shelley Kingsbury+

Robert F. Fay, CPA, PFS, CGMA
Robert and Peg Fay+

Solmet Technologies
Joe and Nancy Halter

The Timken Company
Kevin and Debbie Beck
RaviR and Meena Bhatia+

Bob and Karen Campbell+
Mike and Gina Discenza+

Robert B. Hiltbrand and 
   Michelle S. CadileW+

James and Ann-Margaret LamboW+

Brian and Susan Ray+

Jerry and Liz Rhodes+

Anne Richeson ScanlonW and 
   Blake Scanlon+

JohnR and Linda Schubach
David and Betsy WilliamsW+

Aultman College
Jean and Thomas Paddock+

Aultman Health Foundation
David and Jennifer Beard
Mike and Tina BiasellaW

Christy Brechtel
Bob and Amy BuddW+

James and Kathy HarrisW

Ryan and Denise Kuharich+

Douglas and Judith Lauby
John and Kelly LillyW

Dr. Michael Lynch and Family+

Robert and Theresa Mullen
Jean and Thomas Paddock+

Anne PaliswatW

Tracy SaboW+

Mary and Lou SerapigliaW+

Jeannine ShambaughW+

Keith and Melissa SheltonW+

David W. Shroades+

Janey and Tony Snyder+

Melissa WarringtonW+

Bryan and Lisa WoitW+

Avient Corporation
Eric L. Halter+

Bank of America
Darren and Heidi Boyle

The Beaver Excavating Company
Pat King

Beese Fulmer Private Wealth 
Management
SherryW and Denny Fulmer+

Belden Brick Company
KathyW and Bob Belden

Black McCuskey Souers & Arbaugh, LPA
Todd and Nancy BundyW

Buckingham Doolittle & Burroughs, LLC
Joe and Annette FeltesW

Canton Food Tours
Mike and Barb Abbott+

Canton Local Schools
Brent and Stefanie FatzingerW+

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP
Robert and Theresa Mullen

Leaders in Giving
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Leaders in Giving

Combi Packaging Systems LLC
BarbaraW and Lee Karch+

Consumers National Bank
Ralph J. Lober II+

Cutler Real Estate
Jim and Cincy CampW+

David F. Pavlick, D.M.D. Inc.
Susan and David Pavlick+

DeHoff Realtors
Ty and Jenna Colucci+

The Economic & Community 
Development Institute, Inc.
Fonda and Pamela Williams+

Employers Health
MeganW and Aaron Brownsword+

Kelly DiNardo+

Eric and Angela Dublikar
Sean Godar+

Matt Harman+

Travis Johns+

Josh and Allie Pedrozo+

Sam Shalala IV+

Environmental Design Group, Inc.
Doug and Stefanie SmithW+

Everhard Products, Inc.
James D. Anderson+

Rick and Michelle Lucas

The Eye Clinic, Inc.
Lawrence and Jacki RonningW

Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland
Greg and Deniz Liebau+

GMR Technologies
Bob and Amy BuddW+

Harrison Paint Company
Greg and Deniz Liebau+

Innis Maggiore
Scott Edwards+

Mark and Kim VandegriftW+

Jackson Local Schools
TaraW and Matt Sidel+

The Karcher Group
Patrick and Kari WilloughbyW+

Kent State University at Stark
Denise A. Seachrist, Ph.D.+

Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & 
Dougherty Co., LPA
David and Sharon Butz+

Jason Haupt
BarbaraW and Lee KarchR+

Terry and Gail Moore
Scott and Kathy ZurakowskiW+

Maconachy Stradley Insurance Agency
David and Sharon Butz+

Mansard Medical Associates
ArnieR and Linda Rosenblatt

Marathon Petroleum Company LP 
Ohio Refining Division
Keith and Melissa SheltonW+

Merrill Wealth Management
Tim and Karen Rice

Milligan Pusateri
Mark and Kim VandegriftW+

Perry Local Schools
Jeff and Kim Bartholomew

PNC Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Hinderegger+

Joe and Kimberly LuckringW

Rentwear, Inc.
Roger and Patty Clay

RG Drage Career Technical Center
Jeff and Kim Bartholomew

Schauer Group, Inc.
Todd and Patricia Adams+

Thomas A. SchauerR

Diane and Darbey Schultz

Stark County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities
Joe and Kimberly LuckringW

Stark County Coroner’s Office
Tammy WilkesW and Janet Paxton+

Stark County Educational Service 
Center
Ms. Mary Jo Shannon Slick

Stark Education Partnership
Sam and Teresa PursesRW

Swagelok
Kevin Raketich and Karen HanW+

The Timken Company
MeganW and Aaron Brownsword+

Jan and Neil Carlson+

Brent and Virgene Dorman
John Erme+

Ryan and Marle FernandesW+

Richard and Jennifer NelsonW+

Patrick and Shirley Pikus+

DebraR and Michael Rankine+

Steven Roman+

Derek Slapsak+

Doug and Stefanie SmithW+

Mark and Jacqueline Stangl+
Thomas W.R and Sue A. Strouble+

Brian and Kelly StrunckW+

CarolW and John Titus
TeriW and Jeremy Wilson+

TimkenSteel Corporation
Diane MillerW

Kimberly Palmer
Kevin Raketich and Karen HanW+

TaraW and Matt Sidel+
Brian and Kelly StrunckW+

Joe and Carolee VanicekW

Scott and Karen WadeW+

Matt and Kelly Widders+

United Titanium, Inc.
Jeffrey Bigler+

United Way of Greater Stark County
Angela PerisicW+

US Bank
Jamie Rubis+

Individual Supporters
BeckyW and Rob Arbogast+

Dr. Roger and Jan BakerW+

Becky and Jim Cole+

David and Barbara Culp+

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. David
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edward Diamond
Sarah Anne Efremoff+

Mike and Kay Flood+

Chelsea FoleyN

Tom and Michele Frohman+

Helen Heller*

Jeff and Kay KrochtaW

Keith and Anna LePage+
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Rick and Carolyn LindenbergerW+

James and Mary Logue
Robert and Tracy Miller
Bob and Jan Pattison
Dr. Thomas and Christy Paumier+

Mel and Bonnie Rittner
Jim Sanders
Cis and Gary Schumacher+

Genevieve ZarnickN

Twelve Pewter members wish 
to remain anonymous

American Electric Power
Christine BetzW

KathyW and Shane Stanton
Jon F. WilliamsN

Scott and Robbin WisemanW+

Audio-Technica U.S., Inc. 
Michael Fuller+

AultCare
Debbie and Marc Stimmel

Aultman College
ViW and Don Leggett

Aultman Health Foundation
Drew and Athena Andreadis-ZollarsW+

Sue A. Antram
Joseph Ault
Patrick Ayers+

Jonathan BassoN

Dennis and Kimberly BrickerW

Brian Burkhart+

Angela CaldwellW
Kevin and Kerry CavanaghW+

Tia CernavaW+

Gwendolyn L. Davis
Christine DonatoNW

Kelly M. Downard+

Lisa Dyer+

Eddie and Liz EdmundsW

Syed and Sarah FayyazW

Lynn Gastin+

Frank and Liz Getz
Dianne GibbsW

Elizabeth Good KnutsonW

Wendy GotschallWR

Michael HarveyN

Marie HooperW+

Marcie HowardN

Dan and Shelley JohnsonW

Drs. Todd and Kellie Johnson+

Tia JuddW

Joe and Arlene Kaiser
Pete Kandis+

Nancy KaneW

Nicole KolaczW

Dr. Michael and Mrs. Judi KrewW

Julie LoosW

Jeff and Kara McCune
Jennifer ProffittW+

Sara ReichW

Tyler A. Reichman+

Melissa D. Rigdon
Nathan Ritter
Nicole L. Russ+

Patricia RussellW
Larry Scheetz
Sara N. Shepherd
Leslie and Christina SmithW

Janine StackhouseW

Lecia and Dennis Stark
Dr. Shruti TrehanW

Jordan and Misha WadeW+

Angela M. Williams+

Dave and Katie WrightW

Jim and Kathy ZimmerW

Aultman North Canton Medical Center
William T. Fayen, MD

Aultman Specialty Hospital
Kristen M. DeDent

Baker Dublikar Beck Wiley and 
Mathews
Mike and Andrea Ziarko

The Beaver Excavating Company
Matt and Mandy SterlingW+

Belden Brick Company
Brad and Aimee BeldenW

Black McCuskey Souers & Arbaugh, LPA
Randy and Leslee Snow+

Buckingham Doolittle & Burroughs, LLC
Derrick Haines+

Canton City School District
Joe and Sherry BogdanN

Canton Regional Chamber of 
Commerce
Keith and Barbara BennettW+

Center for Advanced Periodontal & 
Implant Care, Inc.
Dr. Constantin and Mrs. Randa FarahW

Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health
Karita NussbaumN

City of Canton
Bebe and Tom Bernabei

Clark, Clark & Chaddock, Attorneys
R. Joseph and Susan Chaddock

Cleveland Clinic - Mercy Hospital
Marcello and Barbara FrustaciW
Scott and Pamela Gainey+

Cindy Hickey+

Beth Ann Phillips

CommQuest Services, Inc.
Melissa Hoch+

Creative Management 
Information Services, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Al Neifert

Diebold Nixdorf
Elsa V. CaveW

Dogtopia of Belden-Canton
Dan and Danielle HigginsW+

Dollar Bank FSB
Donald and Marcia CaseyW

Domestic Violence Project, Inc.
Tracy Glaser-BaconNW

Employers Health
Emily and Jon ClevengerN

Michael Ell
Bryce and Jennifer HoromanskiN
Lisa OeschN

Chris and Jenna Reynolds
Coral Snow-Ferguson and 
   Ruben FergusonN

Mark Villilo+

Kevin WenceslaoN
Hannah WhiteselN
Jay and Amanda Withee⁺

Everhard Products, Inc.
G. Robert LucasN

Eye Centers of Ohio
Dr. Paul and Lisa TurgeonW

Leaders in Giving

Gifts of $1,000 - $1,499
BRONZE LEVEL
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Leaders in Giving

Fairless Local Schools
Broc and Carla Bidlack

Fishers Foods
Thomas and Tracy LumppW

Fred Olivieri Construction Company
James HedrickN
Courtney YohoNW

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
Mark and Kate Whiles⁺

Hall, Kistler & Company LLP
Keith and Kim Arner
S. Franklin and Sharon Arner
Karen and John Brenneman
John and Brenda Skakun

Hendrickson Trailer 
Commercial Vehicle Systems
Nicole HalvorsonN
Ray E. Rouse, Jr.⁺
Gerald Schmelzer⁺

Hilliard Jeane LLC
Jacqueline DeGarmoW and 
   David Beasley⁺

Huntington National Bank
Philip and Lynn Francis⁺
B. Louis Poppovich⁺

Innis Maggiore
Joe and Stephanie CheneveyN

The Karcher Group
Scott and Darla Brown⁺
Brian Kall⁺
Leanne WicksN

KeyBank
Lisa CramerN
Eric and Karen DellapinaW⁺
Thomas and Tracy LumppW
Jo Ann Schaeublin⁺
Jeff and Alicia Steele⁺

Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & 
Dougherty Co., LPA
James and Abby Contini
Ronald W. Dougherty
Christopher R. HuntN

KarenW and Richard McQueen⁺
John and Holly Tucker

KTA Tator
Jacqueline DeGarmoW 
   and David Beasley⁺

The Law Offices of 
R. Clint Zollinger Jr., LLC
Clint and Robin Zollinger

Lifecare Family Health & Dental Center
Janet McPeek⁺

Living Water Ministries LLC
Rev. Dr. David and Dr. Jane Hoyt-Oliver⁺

Malco Products
Leroy Thomas⁺

Marlington Local Schools
Philip and Lynn Francis⁺

Meggitt Aircraft Braking Systems
Lucian Filipschi⁺

Miller & Company Sanitation 
Service, Inc.
Ron Miller, Jr.N

MRO Built, Inc.
Michael BarchalkN
Kevin DavisN

The New Company
Dave and Katie WrightW

North American Association of 
Christians in Social Work
Rev. Dr. David and Dr. Jane Hoyt-Oliver⁺

North Canton City Schools
Broc and Carla Bidlack

Northeast Ohio Endocrinology
Dr. SuzanneW and Mr. Alan Harold⁺

Northwest Local Schools
Matthew Winter⁺

Nova Partners LLC
Ted and Karen Thielens

Premier Bank
William and Terry Cook

Pro Football Hall Of Fame
Mr. and Mrs. Adrian E. Allison⁺
Rich and Anne Desrosiers⁺

RG Drage Career Technical Center
Dennis Finley

Rice’s Landscapes Redefined
Bryan and Tracy Rice

Rudick Construction Company
Irvin and Dorothy Rudick⁺

S. Slesnick Company Inc.
Donald and Marcia CaseyW

Sandy Valley Local Schools
Greg WiggsN

Schauer Group, Inc.
Brad and Aimee BeldenW
Tim and Debra Bentivegna⁺
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and 
   Kathleen SchauerW⁺
Taylor and Kari Schauer⁺

Shannon English Marketing
Ray and Shannon HexamerW

St. Michael’s School
Dan and Laura Bagnola

Stark County Auditor’s Office
Dr. SuzanneW and Mr. Alan Harold⁺

Stark County Educational 
Service Center
Marty Bowe⁺
R. Joseph and Susan Chaddock
Patti FetzerNW
Dan Lowmiller⁺

Stark County Engineer’s Office
Keith and Barbara BennettW⁺

Stark County Family Court
Matthew and Diane KreitzerN

Stark County Health Department
Kay ConleyNW

Stark County Mental Health & 
Addiction Recovery
Anju MaderW⁺
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Stark Economic Development
Board, Inc.
Ray and Shannon HexamerW

Stark Education Partnership
Mr. and Mrs. Adrian E. Allison⁺

Stark Library
Shanna SpringerW⁺

Stark State College
CharleneW and Bob Corlett
Para M. Jones, Ph.D.W

Sterilite Corporation
Francisco Forero
Dennis Forgues⁺

Strengthening Stark
RebeccaW and Joe Kuzma

Synchrony
KathyW and Shane Stanton

Ted Rath, O.D.
Ted and Sally RathW

The Timken Company
Brian and Trish Berg
Michael and Nancy CochraneRW
Nicole DiSalvoW⁺
Neil Frohnapple
Mike and Myra Groff⁺
MichaelR and Susan HaidetW
Bill and Dee Kelleher
Doug and Sandy Knauf
Vince and Lucy Mennona
Jamie MilobarW⁺
JoyW and Joe Moxon⁺
Natasha PollockW⁺
Scott and Meridy SieloffW⁺
Dennis and Heather Spears⁺
Jennifer Stamp and Alivia StampW⁺
Jeff and Alicia Steele⁺
Tabata Araujo and John Szarka⁺
Kelly TreenNW
Tom Triola⁺
Andrew WhittonN
Mike and Andrea Ziarko
Clint and Robin Zollinger

TimkenSteel Corporation
DanR and Laura Bagnola
JenniferW and Christopher Beeman⁺
Aman Bhatia⁺
Brett and Danielle BrownW

Karen E. CrumplerW
CraigR and Sally Darragh
Scott and Pamela Gainey⁺
Rick and Suzanne Hawkins
Dan and Danielle HigginsW⁺
Jeffrey P. and Kimberly J. Kish
Stephanie and Erich Maier⁺
Emily McCartyW
Matt and Ramona Oettli⁺
Amanda OttW
Tom and Nancy Peterson
Paul PetrovicN
Lisa A. RizzoW⁺
Dennis and Heather Spears⁺
Matt and Mandy SterlingW⁺
Mr. and Mrs.W Donald WalkerR
Kristopher and Deborah Westbrooks⁺

United Glass and Panel Systems
Kevin and Kerry CavanaghW⁺

United Way of Greater Stark County
Carrie ClemensW⁺
Vicki JinN
Robin and Jeff Seemann

University of Mount Union
Tom and Vanessa Botzman⁺

UPS
Anthony ArenaN
Robert Edwards⁺

Waikem Auto Family
David and Nancy Waikem

Walsh University
Mike and Jan PrengamanNW

Williams
Steven SmithN

YWCA Canton
Shana SmithN

Individual Supporters
Sally K. Adams⁺
Jason AkinN
Bob and Ann Becker⁺
Robert L. Beckert
Doug and Nicole Behn
Joe and Anne Belden
Rev. Virginia BirksW
Brad and Sharon BlackW
Tony Perry and Kathy Catazaro-PerryW
Emily and Jon ClevengerN

Jeff and Kathy Day⁺
Dan and Dianne DigianantonioW
Ken and Janet DouglasW
Lynne S. DragomierW
Dr. and Mrs. John Given⁺
VictoriaW and Craig Griffiths
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Grisez⁺
Jay and Cathy HanlinW
Chris Henson
KarenW and Nicklos Hutnick
Rodney and Victoria KauffmanNW
Deborah and G. P. Kelley
Wendy F. LichtenwalterW⁺
Edward and Louise Mahoney III
Dr. Michael Markel
Suzette and Dan Matthews⁺
Cathy Mick-JenningsW⁺
Dawn Miller⁺
Joe and Diane NovakW
Dr. and Mrs.W Suresh Nuchikat
Steven and Diana PittmanW
Alicia RozenbomW
Bobbi and Bill Schauer
James SorensonN
Jerry and Susie SteinerW
Ted and Karen Thielens
Brent and Julie Vogt
Sharon and William Young⁺

Twenty-six Bronze members wish 
to remain anonymous

Leaders in Giving
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Corporate and Foundation Gifts

+Increased pledge    *Deceased member     RRetired member     NNew member     WWomen United member 31

GIFTS OF 
$250,000 OR MORE
Aultman Health Foundation*

The Hoover Foundation

GIFTS OF 
$100,000 - $249,000
The Beaver Excavating Company
Diebold Nixdorf
Fresh Mark, Inc.
The Timken Company*

GIFTS OF 
$50,000 - $99,999
The Deuble Foundation
Employers Health*

Marathon Petroleum Company LP 
   Ohio Refining Division*

Williams*

GIFTS OF 
$20,000 - $49,999
FINRA Foundation
FirstEnergy*

Hendrickson Trailer Commercial 
   Vehicle Systems*

H-P Products, Inc.
Huntington National Bank
The Karcher Group
PNC Bank
The Shelly Company
Sterilite Corporation*

Valentine Contractors, Inc.

GIFTS OF 
$10,000 - $19,999
Belden Brick Company
Biery Cheese Company
Fishers Foods
Fred Olivieri Construction Company
Gervasi Vineyard
Greater Alliance Foundation
Innis Maggiore
The Joseph A. Jeffries Company
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
MAC Trailer Enterprises, Inc.
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management*

Nationwide Insurance*

Northstar Asphalt, Inc.

Ohio Gratings
PPI Graphics
R. G. Smith Company, Inc.
Stark Management Services
Synchrony*

TimkenSteel Corporation

GIFTS OF 
$5,000 - $9,999
American Electric Power*

GBS Corp.
Ironrock Capital, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
KeyBank
Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & 
   Dougherty Co., LPA
Massillon Materials, Inc.
Mercy Medical Physicians Foundation
Premier Bank
Quickdraft, Inc.
United Glass & Panel Systems, Inc.
UPS*

Westfield Group*

WHBC 1480 AM - Mix 94.1 FM
Winkle Industries

GIFTS OF 
$1,000 - $4,999
AAA East Central
Abbott Electric, Inc.
Apple Growth Partners
Aqua Ohio, Inc.
Ashton’s 5 and 10
Avient Corporation
Bank of America*

Buckeye Packaging Company
Carroll County Foundation
Carroll Electric Cooperative Inc.
Center for Advanced Periodontal 
   & Implant Care, Inc.
Combi Packaging Systems LLC
The Community Christian Church
Consumers National Bank
Dollar Bank FSB
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
East Central Ohio Building & 
   Construction Trades Council
Erie Insurance Group*

Everhard Products, Inc.

*Denotes corporate match donations

Farmers National Bank
First Commonwealth Bank
Fulfab, Inc.
The Furbay Electric Supply Company
Giant Eagle*

Harrison Paint Company
Iron Workers Local 550
The J. M. Smucker Company*

Kempthorn Motors, Inc.
Kolp Real Estate
Lavery Automotive Sales & Service LLC
Merry Maids
Miller & Company Sanitation 
   Service, Inc.
National Lime & Stone Company
Paragraphics Inc.
Per Tech Inc.
Putman Properties, Inc.
Rentwear, Inc.
Robertson Heating Supply Company*

Carl & Sadie Shaheen Charitable 
   Foundation
Shannon English Marketing
Sheet Metal Workers Local #33
Solmet Technologies
Stark Industrial, LLC
WDPN/WDJQ Radio Stations
The Edward and Ruth Wilkof Foundation
The Ervin and Marie Wilkof Foundation
Young Truck Sales

BEQUESTS AND LEGACY GIFTS
The Mary Carlson Trust
The William T. Cumler Charitable Fund
Dr. James and Mrs. Charlene King
The Leonard L. and Harriet B. Narens 
   Philanthropic Fund
The Fred F. Silk Charitable Foundation
Charles P. Sturgis
F. Stuart and B.J. Wilkins Charitable 
   Advised Fund
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Volunteer Service Awards

Right: Taylor Schauer with Angela Perisic, United Way President and CEO

Thank you to the workplaces and individuals that make a difference every day in 
the lives of their neighbors. We are honored to recognize community leaders and 
volunteers for the positive impact they make in our community.

THE DEHOFF EMERGING PHILANTHROPIST AWARD

The DeHoff Emerging Philanthropist Award was established 
in 2010 by Bob and Linda DeHoff to recognize a Stark County 
resident age 45 and under who impacts Stark County through 
direct service and volunteer work. The recipient receives $5,000 
from the DeHoffs to be donated to a health and human service 
501(c) 3 organization of choice.

Taylor Schauer is the 2021-2022 emerging philanthropist. He 
serves on the board of directors for the Builders Exchange, the 
Ohio Contractors Association (Akron/Canton chapter), the Early 
Childhood Resource Center, United Way of Greater Stark County, 
Stark County Mental Health & Addiction Recovery, and Goodwill 
Industries of Greater Cleveland and East Central Ohio. Schauer 
is the past president of TWI and the Surety Association of Ohio 
and was a 2014 recipient of the ystark! Twenty under 40! award. 

“I was honored to nominate and then learn Taylor Schauer is 
the recipient of the DeHoff Emerging Philanthropist Award,” 
says his nominator, Kevin Smith, President of PPI Graphics. 
“Having worked with Taylor on the United Way Board, Finance 
and CEO Search Committees, I have found him to be soft 
spoken but with a knowledge and confidence in his actions 
and words that makes one feel part of the team and assured 
that the decisions, in any of the roles he plays, are always 
positive. He is successful in all parts of his life and will gladly 
lend his talents to those who ask. My sincere congratulations 
to him and his family. This honor is well deserved.”

32
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Volunteer Service Awards

Betty Smith with nominator 
Derek Gordon 

Chris Goff with Carrie Clemens, 
VP Resource Development

Betty Smith has founded and 
served on numerous community 
organizations. In 2012, Betty 
co-founded and became the 
Executive Director of 
EN-RICH-MENT. Smith is 
the author of “Unexpected 
Blessings in the Midst of my 
Pain”, and “Bishop Arthur M. 
Brazier, Man with a Vision.” “I 
don’t believe there is anyone 
else in Stark County who has 
provided more kids with free 
access to the arts than Betty,” 
says her nominator, Derek 
Gordon, Deputy Director of Stark 
County Parks District. “Through 
her EN-RICH-MENT program, she 
has been incredibly resourceful 
and does a remarkable job of 
letting kids find their passion 
regardless of costs. Her success 
can be contributed to her 
genuine passion and selfless 
commitment to the students.”

THE GOLD KEY SERVICE AWARD

The Gold Key Service Award was established by United Way of Greater Stark County in 
1961 to recognize individuals who have continually demonstrated the highest degree of 
personal dedication and service in a voluntary capacity. Their contribution of time and 
talent supports United Way’s Investment Priorities of health, education, and financial 
stability. There were three recipients this year: Betty Smith, Phil Francis, and Chris Goff.

Phil Francis is a Vice President, 
Trust Officer and Client Advisor 
for Huntington Private Bank and 
has been a part of the bank for 
almost 27 years. He has served 
in many capacities for countless 
organizations and has been a big 
part of United Way over the past
16+ years. He has served on the 
Board of Directors since 2006, 
and has participated in every Day 
of Caring since. “Phil is a true 
leader who has given so much 
back to our community and 
deserves to be recognized for 
his many contributions of time 
and effort,” says his nominator, 
Bill Cook, Vice-President and 
Senior Commercial Lender at 
Premier Bank, serving the NE 
Ohio market. “I appreciate the 
strength of his calm nature and 
humor, they help people navigate 
through tense situations and 
bring balance to difficult times.”

Chris Goff is the CEO and 
General Counsel at Employers 
Health and the co-director of 
the health law program at The 
University of Akron School of 
Law, where he also serves as 
an adjunct professor of law. In 
2020, he was the United Way 
of Greater Stark County Annual 
Campaign Chair and in 2021 
served as the Chair of the Alexis 
de Tocqueville Society. “Chris is 
not only a member of the Alexis 
de Tocqueville Society, he is also 
an invaluable volunteer,” says 
his nominator, Michael Howard, 
retired Judge of Stark County 
Family Court. “As board chair, 
I have asked for his help on 
several occasions, and he has 
never said no. Chris cares deeply 
about improving our community, 
and he has been very generous 
with his time and talent toward 
achieving that goal.”
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+Increased pledge    *Deceased member     RRetired member     NNew member     WWomen United member

United Way of Greater Stark County depends on the work of our passionate volunteers 
to make a difference. We offer a variety of volunteer opportunities for individuals and 
businesses to donate their time and talent to make our community a better place to live 
and work. Whether it’s preparing hot meals or reading stories to children, there are a 
variety of ways to get involved.

Volunteer Opportunities

Day of Caring is a service day to 
bring local businesses, organizations, 
service groups, and individuals 
together to make an impact in the 
community. This year, the event 
featured a Drive and Drop format to 
collect basic necessities that anyone 
can use. Volunteers from Huntington 
Bank assisted in collecting items from 
those donating so they could stay in 
their cars. The curbside collection 
brought in 1,112 pairs of underwear 
and 2,122 pairs of socks and was 
distributed through numerous 
community partners.

DAY OF CARING DRIVE AND DROP

34
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Kicking off our Centennial Celebrations, nearly 100 volunteers gathered 
in February for a family-friendly Stone Soup event. Volunteers brought 
ingredients with them and assembled meals to feed around 500 people. 
Stone Soup is a perfect example of how many people coming together 
from the community can make a larger impact than working alone.

STONE SOUP

+Increased pledge    *Deceased member     RRetired member     NNew member     WWomen United member

Volunteer Opportunities

Many generous workplaces helped us continue to meet the needs of 
individuals and agencies in our community during the pandemic. We 
were fortunate to receive donations of school supplies, PPE, and hygiene 
items which we distributed back into the community. Throughout the year 
we received over 7,500 items including face masks, hand sanitizer, food, 
crayons, gloves, and so much more.

WORKPLACE COLLECTIONS

35
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Above: (l. to r.) Megan Conkle - YWCA Director of Housing & Supportive Services, Shana Smith - YWCA CEO, 
Megan Wytrzyszczewski - YWCA Shelter Manager, Amy Mast - Chair, Women United, Linda Smith - Women 
United Member (past chair), Diane Pete - Women United Member 

Thank you for 
volunteering and for 
the difference you 
make every day! 

Contact Laura Prengaman, Resource 
Development Project Manager at 
laura.prengaman@uwstark.org, 
for more information on 
volunteer opportunities.

Volunteer Opportunities

Communities need champions who understand their challenges, see their potential, and 
offer solutions to make a difference. Thank you, United Way of Greater Stark County’s 
Women United, for stepping up to the plate as champions. Women United is a group of 
female donors who annually donate $1,000 or more to United Way of Greater Stark County. 
Women United comes together to create opportunities that support the emotional and 
intellectual growth of women and children, with the focus to move families out of poverty. 

Women United

FOCUS ON FAMILY FRIENDLY WORKPLACES

In 2017, United Way of Greater Stark County’s Women United began honoring workplaces in Stark and 
Carroll Counties for creating family-friendly workplace environments. These workplaces have established 
policies that help employees more easily fulfill both family and work obligations. The 2021 award winners 
were Pathway Caring for Children, H-P Products, and Kent State University-Stark.

COLLECTION TO HELP YWCA

The Women United Collection Event was held in August 2021, which collected over 50 baskets of cleaning 
supplies that were provided to YWCA to assist families getting ready to exit shelters. The baskets were filled 
with cleaning supplies and basic household goods to help families get their new home ready for moving in.

Women United Steering Committee
Amy Mast, Chair
Nancy Bundy
Elsa Cave
Lisa Johnson

Laura Kessel
Wendy Lichtenwalter
Amanda Ott
Diane Pete
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 “I think the Give 5 program is a great opportunity for everybody. 
As employees, we have been running 150 miles an hour until you retire and 
suddenly are down to zero. We’ve got wisdom, knowledge, and specific skills 
that these agencies told us they need. The program helps to offer a purpose 
for a retiree; something that is meaningful, and that supports the community.”
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Years ago, the word “retirement” might have evoked images of white-haired couples sitting in 
rocking chairs on their front porches. But with men and women living longer and enjoying better 
health into their later years, retirement has become an extremely active phase of life where 
retirees are able to channel their passions into purpose. 

United Way of Greater Stark County 
Retiree Volunteer Program 

While many who are retiring and retired aren’t aware 
of the wide variety of volunteer opportunities available 
in greater Stark County, many organizations needing 
volunteers are also not prepared for the army of skilled 
retirees on the horizon. United Way of Greater Stark 
County recognized that our community needs a 
program that connects these two needs. 

United Way was excited to launch Give 5 in the spring. 
Thanks to the program sponsors, this program is 
available at no-cost to individuals in the community 
and works to not only bring skilled volunteers to local 
nonprofits but also helps fight one of the largest health 
risks for this demographic – isolation. 

Presenting sponsor is United Healthcare. Additional sponsors include: silver sponsor - Sirak Financial 
Services, supporting sponsor - Cutler Real Estate, in-kind sponsor - SARTA.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER, VISIT WWW.UWSTARK.ORG/GIVE-5 
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United Way of Greater Stark County’s Board of Directors establishes policies, sets strategic 
objectives, and ensures the availability of adequate financial resources. Board members 
evaluate data and funding recommendations submitted from the Impact Council to help 
determine which local programs receive funding and make final funding decisions. The 
Board of Directors ensures that every dollar donated is invested wisely. Thank you for the 
hours of counsel that each of you volunteers so willingly.

Kenneth Douglas
Retired CPA 
Treasurer
Chair, Finance Committee

Christopher Goff
Employers Health
2nd Vice Chair

Michael L. Howard
Retired Judge, Stark County Family 
Court
Past Chair

Geoff Karcher
The Karcher Group
Chair

Joseph Schauer
Schauer Group, Inc.
2022 Campaign Co-Chair

Taylor Schauer
Schauer Group, Inc.
2022 Campaign Co-Chair
Corresponding Secretary

Dr. Denise Seachrist
Kent State University at Stark
First Vice-Chair

Kevin Smith
PPI Graphics
Chair, Community Impact Council

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Dr. Thomas Botzman
University of Mount Union

Kay Conley
Stark County Health Department

William R. Cook+

Premier Bank

Linda DeHoff+

DeHoff Realtors

Matthew Eckels
The Timken Company

Elizabeth Edmunds, DNP, RN
Aultman Health Foundation

David Grabowsky
Community Volunteer Leader

Laura Grabowsky
Community Volunteer Leader

Christopher Henson
SunSource

Cindy Hickey
Cleveland Clinic Mercy Hospital

Ann Marie Hunt
Lifecare Family Health & 
Dental Center

Matthew Kreitzer
Stark County Family Court

Janelle Lee
MAGNET

Stephanie Maier
TimkenSteel Corporation

Tracie McCall
Marathon Petroleum Company LP 
Ohio Refining Division

Lucia Pileggi
Key Private Bank

B. Louis Poppovich
Huntington National Bank

Todd Pugh
Enviroscapes

DeAnn Riley
PNC Bank

Ryan Schmidt
SKYCATCHFIRE

William Sherer II
Iron Workers Local 550/
Canton City Council

Sara Strattan
Community Volunteer Leader

Jeffrey Talbert
Canton City School District

Fonda Williams
The Economic & Community 
Development Institute, Inc.

We would like to recognize the 
following Board members whose 
terms ended March 31, 2022:

Elsa Cave
Philip L. Francis
Donald McCord
Gary Schumacher

+Emeritus member

RETIRED MEMBERS

Board of Directors
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Thank 
You

We could not accomplish our goals without the support, involvement, 
and enthusiasm of our thousands of donors. Thank you for investing in 

the health, education, and financial stability of our community.

A special thank you to PPI Graphics, Inc. for generously donating 
the printing of our 2021-2022 Leaders In Giving book 

to United Way of Greater Stark County.

+Emeritus member
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United Way
of Greater Stark County
Serving Stark and Carroll Counties

401 Market Avenue North, Suite 300
Canton, Ohio 44702

330 491 0445

uwstark.org
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