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Source 
Ohio Supreme Court - Ohio Courts Summary 

Range 

Neglect, Abuse and Violence Family Court Cases 

 High: 1,143 (2003) 
 Median: 939 
 Low: 504 (2008) 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Cases 938 912 1,117 1,070 1,143 957 940 831 793 504
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Source 
Stark County Department of Job and Family Services  
Caveat 
The statutory definition of neglect is general. The substantiation of neglect can be subjective. 

Related Data 
In 2007, the 53% of cases of reported abuse were confirmed. 

Neglect, Abuse and Violence Adult Abuse 
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Source 
Ohio Supreme Court - Ohio Courts Summary 
Caveat 
Rate per 100,000 

Range 
 

Neglect, Abuse and Violence Domestic Violence 

Stark County 
 High: 67.8 (2004) 
 Median: 62.1 
 Low: 38.8 (2008) 

Ohio 
 High: 193.0 (200) 
 Median: 174.7 
 Low: 125.3 (2000) 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Stark County 62.9 64.0 62.1 54.6 67.8 56.2 62.6 48.8 38.8

Ohio 125.3 161.2 159.0 163.0 174.7 179.1 179.9 187.2 193.0
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Physical Health 
Physical health concerns the body and its proper functioning and condition. Environment, nutrition, 
accidents, illness and age are factors affecting physical health. There are several significant nega-
tive trends emerging across all demographic groups including obesity, heart disease, diabetes and 
other conditions related to lifestyle. Also of concern locally are sexually transmitted infections (STIs), 
unintended pregnancy, a higher infant mortality rate in the African-American/black population, and 
an increase in the percentage of very low birth weight infants. 
 
Since 2000, Stark County’s population aged 60 and older has increased by more than eight percent 
and mortality rates confirm that our residents are living longer. The issues of heart disease, blood 
pressure, diabetes, kidney disease and injuries related to falls in our aging population will continue 
to have an impact on health delivery systems and capacity. 
Health disparities are differences that can be seen in specific populations of a community in relation 
to diseases, health outcomes, or quality of health care received. Several variables impacting dispari-
ties are health behaviors, status before care, access to health care and health care delivery. In Stark 
County there are significant disparities between the white and African-American/black populations 
including mortality rates, prenatal care, leading causes of death, STIs and insurance coverage. 
 
Behavioral Health 
Behavioral health includes mental health, substance abuse treatment and prevention services. Us-
ing national prevalence rates for mental health services, it is estimated that less than one-third of 
Stark County residents affected with mental illness receive treatment each year. Barriers to access-
ing treatment include stigma, lack of or inadequate insurance coverage, and limited program capac-
ity.  
 
In Stark County services are provided in many venues including in the home, schools and the crimi-
nal justice system. Despite this, Stark County has an inadequate supply of psychiatric services for 
children and adults.  
 
The highest rates of mental illness are among adults aged 25 to 34 years old. Depression, bipolar 
disorder, alcohol abuse, schizophrenia, and anxiety disorder are the most frequent diagnoses 
among adults. The leading diagnoses for children are attention deficit, anxiety, and depressive disor-
ders. There is concern that antidepressants are frequently being used without the associated mental 
health treatment.  
 
If the national drug abuse/dependency rate were applied to Stark County, it is estimated that 30,000 
residents would be illicit drug users and 36,000 would have a substance dependence or abuse prob-
lem. The most frequently abused substances are alcohol and marijuana. The Ohio Substance Abuse 
Monitoring Network (OSAM) reports that for the area of opiate use is increasing, while cocaine and 
methamphetamine use has been declining. 
 
Illicit use of prescription drugs is an emerging concern due to the high incidents of prescription drug 
overdose among teens and young adults. While unintended interactions are a cause of death, most 
poisonings seem to be linked to recreational use.  

Health 
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Access to Care 
In the 2009 Stark Poll of six possible options health care was the second most frequently initiative. 
Driven by a decline in the economy, demand for free/sliding fee healthcare services has been in-
creasing. However, safety net providers in Stark County are at or beyond capacity. The use of the 
emergency room for non-emergency health care continues to be a concern for the hospitals in Stark 
County. 
 
More than 40,000 or about one out of every nine Stark County residents are without health insur-
ance and there is an increasing number of individuals who are underinsured. Medical bankruptcies 
are a driving factor behind the increasing number of people seeking services at the Stark County 
Department of Job and Family Services. Unfortunately, it is often difficult for adults to qualify for 
Medicaid due to income requirements. Of concern are individuals between the age of 30 and 64 with 
chronic medical problems who have difficulty maintaining employment but are not medically dis-
abled. Even if an individual is Medicaid eligible, few healthcare providers, especially specialists, are 
willing to accept new Medicaid patients.  
 
Having insurance does not guarantee easy access to affordable, quality care. Even among those 
with medical insurance, one out of every three Stark County residents lack dental, vision and mental 
health services coverage. Businesses that offer health insurance have increased the employee pre-
mium contribution and/or increased the deductible paid by the employee, often making medical cov-
erage more difficult to afford. 

Health 
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Range 
 

Physical Health Females of Childbearing Age 

 High: 83,520 (1991) 
 Median: 78,914 
 Low: 72,319 (2007) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Women 83,454 83,520 82,780 82,458 82,003 81,624 81,153 80,281 79,358 78,469 77,454 76,701 75,898 75,022 74,338 73,557 72,828 72,391
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Range 

 

Physical Health Birth Rate 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definition 
Birth Rate - Number of births per 1,000 women of childbearing age 

Stark County 
 High: 65.6 (1991) 
 Median: 60.6 
 Low: 58.0 (2002) 

White 
 High: 63.9 (1991) 
 Median: 59.5 
 Low: 57.3 (1996) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 93.1 (1990) 
 Median: 80.5 
 Low: 68.4 (2002) 

Ohio 
 High: 65.5 (1990) 
 Median: 62.6 
 Low: 60.3 (1996) 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Stark 64.4 65.6 62.6 60.9 60.7 59.4 58.9 60.0 60.3 61.3 63.5 60.5 58.2 59.9 59.8 59.9 62.0 63.0

White 62.5 63.9 60.9 59.5 59.4 58.1 57.3 58.9 58.1 59.8 61.8 59.5 57.5 58.0 58.2 58.3 60.0 61.4

Black 93.1 91.7 86.7 80.8 77.6 74.8 78.7 75.1 87.3 80.5 82.8 73.5 68.4 80.4 76.3 76.3 85.5 82.3

Ohio 65.5 64.8 63.9 62.7 61.7 61.0 60.3 60.6 61.4 61.6 63.8 62.4 61.4 62.3 62.9 63.2 64.7 65.4
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Range 

Physical Health Teenage Birth Rate  

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definition 
Teenage Birth Rate - number of births per 1,000 girls ages 15 to 17 years old 

Stark County 
 High: 33.1 (1994) 
 Median: 24.2 
 Low: 14.5 (2006) 

White 
 High: 26.6 (1994) 
 Median: 18.4 
 Low: 10.9 (2006) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 118.9 (1995) 
 Median: 72.6 
 Low: 41.6 (2004) 

Ohio 
 High: 34.9 (1991) 
 Median: 25.7 
 Low: 19.1 (2004) 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Stark County 28.4 30.8 28.2 29.2 33.1 32.1 29.2 23.7 26.8 24.6 21.5 22.7 16.4 21.0 16.4 16.6 14.5 17.5

White 22.1 23.8 24.5 23.4 26.6 23.8 25.3 19.0 20.4 17.7 16.4 17.6 13.2 16.8 13.3 12.5 10.9 14.3

African‐American/Black 98.8 106.7 70.3 91.8 104.0 118.9 71.3 72.7 91.3 89.9 73.0 72.5 44.9 57.7 41.6 51.0 44.7 44.7

Ohio 32.4 34.9 34.4 34.6 33.8 32.9 29.9 28.8 26.8 24.6 24.2 22.0 20.0 20.0 19.1 19.5 19.8 19.7
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Range 

Physical Health Birth Weights 

High Birth Weight 
 High: 10.6% (1994) 
 Median: 9.3% 
 Low: 7.3% (2005) 

Low Birth Weight 
 High: 10.0% (2007) 
 Median: 8.2% 
 Low: 7.0% (1993) 

Very Low Birth Weight 
 High: 2.0% (2007) 
 Median: 1.3% 
 Low: 1.1% (1992) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definitions 
Birth Weight - The percent of births with known weight 
Very Low Birth Weight - The number of births of weight less than 1,500 grams (approximately 3 pounds, 3 ounces) 
Low Birth Weight - The number of births of weight less than 2,500 grams (approximately 5 pounds, 8 ounces) 
High Birth Weight - The number of births of weight greater than or equal to 4,000 grams (approximately 8 pounds, 13 
ounces) 
Caveat 
Changes in small populations can result in a large percent change. 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Very Low Birth Weight 1.3% 1.5% 1.1% 1.1% 1.2% 1.3% 1.1% 1.3% 1.3% 1.3% 1.2% 1.7% 1.8% 1.8% 1.4% 2.0% 1.5% 2.0%

Low Birth Weight 7.8% 8.4% 7.4% 7.0% 7.8% 7.7% 7.8% 7.7% 8.2% 9.0% 7.7% 8.4% 8.2% 9.5% 8.9% 9.4% 9.2% 10.0%

High Birth Weight 9.3% 9.1% 9.4% 9.6% 10.6% 9.9% 10.2% 9.7% 8.9% 9.4% 9.3% 9.0% 9.4% 8.9% 8.3% 7.3% 8.0% 7.9%

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

18%

20%

Pe
rc
en

t o
f B

ir
th
s

Stark County Birth Weights



125 

Range 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definitions 
Birth Weight - The percent of births with known weight 
Very Low Birth Weight - The number of births of weight less than 1,500 grams (approximately 3 pounds, 3 ounces) 
Caveat 
Native Americans and Asian/Pacific Islanders are not reported due to small population size. 
Changes in small populations can result in a large percent change. 

Physical Health Very Low Birth Weight by Race 

White 
 High: 1.8% (2005) 
 Median: 1.2% 
 Low: 0.8% (1993) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 4.5% (2001) 
 Median: 3.2% 
 Low: 2.0% (1998) 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

White  1.0% 1.3% 1.0% 0.8% 0.9% 1.1% 0.9% 1.1% 1.2% 1.1% 1.1% 1.4% 1.6% 1.4% 1.3% 1.8% 1.2% 1.7%

Black  2.9% 3.6% 2.3% 3.6% 4.3% 3.2% 3.0% 3.1% 2.0% 3.3% 2.5% 4.5% 3.2% 4.5% 2.5% 3.1% 3.3% 4.3%
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Range 

Physical Health Low Birth Weight by Race 

White 
 High: 9.1% (2005) 
 Median: 7.4% 
 Low: 6.2% (1993) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 18.5 (2007) 
 Median: 15.0% 
 Low: 11.7% (2005) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definitions 
Birth Weight - The percent of births with known weight 
Low Birth Weight - The number of births of weight less than 2,500 grams (approximately 5 pounds, 8 ounces) 
Caveat 
Changes in small populations can result in a large percent change. 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

White  6.9% 7.4% 6.6% 6.2% 6.8% 7.3% 7.1% 6.8% 7.7% 8.2% 7.0% 7.3% 7.4% 8.7% 8.2% 9.1% 8.1% 8.9%

Black  15.4% 17.8% 15.0% 14.2% 16.3% 12.5% 13.5% 15.1% 12.1% 15.9% 13.7% 17.9% 14.9% 14.5% 14.4% 11.7% 17.4% 18.5%
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Range 

Physical Health High Birth Weight by Race 

White 
 High: 11.4% (1994) 
 Median: 9.9% 
 Low: 7.8 (2005) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 5.2% (1990) 
 Median: 3.6% 
 Low: 1.9% (2004) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definitions 
Birth Weight - The percent of births with known weight 
High Birth Weight - The number of births of weight greater than or equal to 4,000 grams (approximately 8 pounds, 13 
ounces) 
Caveat 
Native Americans and Asian/Pacific Islanders are not reported due to small population size. 
Changes in small populations can result in a large percent change. 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

White  9.7% 9.6% 9.9% 10.3% 11.4% 10.6% 11.1% 10.5% 9.8% 10.2% 10.0% 9.8% 10.1% 9.4% 9.1% 7.8% 8.8% 8.6%

Black  5.2% 4.3% 4.3% 3.8% 4.1% 4.9% 3.0% 3.6% 2.3% 3.5% 4.4% 2.6% 3.0% 4.5% 1.9% 3.3% 2.9% 3.4%
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Range 
Stark County 
 High: 91% (2004) 
 Median: % 
 Low: 73.5% (2007) 

White 
 High: 92.1% (2005) 
 Median: % 
 Low: 75.6% (2007) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 82.9% (2004) 
 Median: % 
 Low: 57.4% (2007) 

Ohio 
 High: 87.8% (2004) 
 Median:  
 Low: 70.1% (2007) 

Physical Health First Trimester Prenatal Care 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definition 
First Trimester - time period extending from the first day of the last menstrual period through 12 weeks of gestation 
Caveat 
In 2006 the method of recording entry into prenatal care changed, making previous years not comparable. 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Stark County 83.6% 83.2% 83.2% 86.1% 87.8% 88.5% 89.3% 89.6% 88.3% 89.8% 89.7% 88.6% 90.3% 89.2% 91.0% 90.6% 75.4% 73.5%

White  86.2% 85.7% 85.7% 87.9% 90.0% 90.1% 91.0% 91.3% 90.1% 91.0% 91.4% 90.7% 91.8% 90.5% 92.1% 92.1% 77.2% 75.6%

African‐American/Black  60.9% 61.3% 61.0% 70.5% 68.0% 74.4% 75.4% 73.2% 75.3% 79.2% 75.0% 71.4% 76.8% 78.9% 82.9% 77.0% 62.2% 57.4%

Ohio 81.5% 81.5% 82.3% 83.7% 84.0% 84.7% 85.4% 85.1% 85.5% 86.4% 86.7% 87.3% 87.8% 87.7% 87.8% 87.2% 72.2% 70.7%
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Range 

Physical Health Infant Mortality 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definition 
Infant Mortality Rate - Number of infant deaths per 1,000 births 
Caveat 
Changes in small populations can result in a large percent change. 

Stark County 
 High: 11.5 (1995) 
 Median: 7.7 
 Low: 4.6 (1998) 

White 
 High: 9.5 (1995) 
 Median: 6.3 
 Low: 4.5 (1998) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 31.7 (1995) 
 Median: 19.7 
 Low: 5.4 (1998) 

Ohio 
 High: 9.8 (1990) 
 Median: 8.0 
 Low: 7.5 (2000) 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Stark County 6.3 10.4 7.5 8.8 8.2 11.5 5.6 7.7 4.6 7.7 7.3 8.0 7.7 7.1 5.6 8.8 6.4 7.7

White 5.6 9.2 6.3 6.9 6.3 9.5 5.4 6.3 4.5 6.6 5.8 5.6 6.3 6.9 4.9 7.5 5.3 6.0

African‐American/Black 12.4 21.4 18.7 25.8 26.7 31.7 8.0 18.8 5.4 17.6 20.9 27.7 20.7 9.8 12.4 20.6 14.7 20.6

Ohio 9.8 9.4 9.4 9.1 8.7 8.7 7.8 7.8 8.0 8.2 7.5 7.6 7.9 7.8 7.7 8.3 7.8 7.7
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Range 

Physical Health Abortions 

Stark County 
 High: 958 (1996) 
 Median: 861 
 Low: 795 (2004) 

Ohio 
 High: 38,242 (1997) 
 Median: 33,250 
 Low: 28,921 (2007) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Center for Vital and Health Statistics 
Definition 
Induced Abortion - Pregnancy terminated by a physician 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Stark 958 909 895 865 851 819 900 862 795 859 831 840

Ohio 33,813 35,650 34,829 34,134 35,022 34,174 32,687 32,180 31,391 31,210 30,809 28,921
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Range 

Physical Health Mortality 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definition 
Age-Adjusted Death Rate - Age standardized rate used to average out differences in rate due to changes in the overall 
age of the population 
Caveat 
Changes in small populations can result in a large percent change. 

Stark County 
 High: 949.5 (1991) 
 Median: 879.6 
 Low: 782.1 (2004) 

White 
 High: 933.1 (1991) 
 Median: 863.2 
 Low: 766.6 (2004) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 1,284.3 (1991) 
 Median: 1,121.7 
 Low: 998.8 (1995) 

Ohio 
 High: 955.3 (1990) 
 Median: 922.2 
 Low: 827.6 (2007) 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Stark County 920.1 949.5 884.5 917.7 912.2 898.3 891.4 905.1 864.6 875.9 883.2 875.7 842.5 865.9 787.6 817.5 787.6 803.4

White  906.8 933.1 868.8 898.7 899.2 890.1 883.1 894.7 851.9 855.1 867.2 859.2 828.2 852.8 772.0 806.4 773.1 791.1

African‐American/Black 1,190. 1,284. 1,161. 1,277. 1,117. 998.8 1,095. 1,131. 1,115. 1,268. 1,126. 1,135. 1,091. 1,133. 1,109. 1,008. 1,024. 1,039.

Ohio 955.3 952.8 926.1 947.0 938.9 951.2 933.1 925.9 917.8 929.8 918.5 904.1 904.5 886.8 859.2 871.0 838.8 827.6
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Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definition 
Age-Adjusted Death Rate - Rate per 100,000 population age standardized to average out differences due to changes in 
the overall age of the population 
Malignant Neoplasms - Cancer 
Cerebrovascular Disease - Stroke 
Chronic Low Respiratory Diseases - Diseases of the lungs 
Nephritis, Nephrotic Syndrome and Nephrosis - Diseases of the kidneys 
Septicemia - Blood infection 

Physical Health Leading Causes of Death 
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Physical Health Leading Causes of Death by Race 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definition 
Age-Adjusted Death Rate - Age standardized rate used to average out differences in rate due to age 
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Range 

Physical Health Sexually Transmitted Infections 

Chlamydia 
 High: 340.5 (2005) 
 Median: 317.7 
 Low: 257.8 (2004) 

Gonorrhea 
 High: 207.8 (2002) 
 Median: 167.3 
 Low: 132.0 (2008) 

Syphilis 
 High: 11.9 (2004) 
 Median: 4.0 
 Low: 1.3 (2002) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Ohio Infectious Disease Status Report - Gonorrhea, Chlamydia, Syphilis 
 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Chlamydia  297.0 266.3 257.8 340.5 322.5 328.5 317.7

Gonorrhea   207.8 186.2 155.8 136.7 167.2 172.4 132.0

Syphilis  1.3 1.6 11.9 7.4 4.8 1.6 4.0
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Range 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Ohio Infectious Disease Status Report - Chlamydia 
 

Physical Health Chlamydia by Race 

White 
 High: 191.4 (2005) 
 Median: 156.4 
 Low: 144.0 (2004) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 1,589.4 (2008) 
 Median: 1,462.3 
 Low: 1,095.7 (2004) 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

White   156.4 149.4 144.0 191.4 169.5 168.5 149.0

African‐American/Black   1,483.9 1,240.7 1,101.5 1,555.0 1,469.7 1,540.9 1,589.4

Total 297.0 266.3 257.8 340.5 322.5 328.5 317.7
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Range 

Physical Health Gonorrhea by Race 

White 
 High: 80.5 (2002) 
 Median: 68.6 
 Low: 55.9 (2008) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 1,477.2 (2002) 
 Median: 1,038.6 
 Low: 849.7 (2005) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Ohio Infectious Disease Status Report - Gonorrhea 
 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

African‐American/Black   1,477.2 1,307.1 963 849.7 1,038.6 1,052.1 861.1

White   80.5 68.6 63.5 57.5 69.8 78.3 55.9

Total 207.8 186.2 155.8 136.7 167.2 172.4 132.0
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Range 

Behavioral Health Mental Health Clients 

Stark County 
 High: 2,838.8 (2008) 
 Median: 2,478.1 
 Low: 1,716.7 (2000) 

White 
 High: 2,753.5 (2004)  
 Median: 2,226.4 
 Low: 1,142.5 (2000) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 6,356.8 (2008) 
 Median: 5,434.9 
 Low: 3,937.6 (2000) 

Ohio 
 High: 2,813.2 (2008) 
 Median: 2,388.1 
 Low: 1,855.0 (2000) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Mental Health - MACSIS 
Caveat 
Counts represent individual clients billed. 
Count may be an indication of capacity rather than demand. 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Stark County 1,716.7 1,961.0 2,231.3 2,407.3 2,487.7 2,478.1 2,499.5 2,656.4 2,838.8

White 1,142.5 1,738.4 1,995.0 2,142.0 2,753.5 2,227.2 2,226.4 2,386.1 2,519.5

Africian‐American/Black 3,937.6 4,371.4 4,986.5 5,411.1 5,575.9 5,434.9 5,589.9 5,760.9 6,356.8

Ohio 1,855.0 2,048.9 2,230.3 2,327.5 2,421.0 2,388.1 2,638.7 2,713.4 2,813.2
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Behavioral Health Suicide Rate 

Source 
Ohio Department of Health - Data Warehouse 
Definition 
Age-Adjusted Suicide Rate - Rate of completed suicides per 100,000 population age standardized to average out differ-
ences due to age 

1999‐2001 2002‐2004 2005‐2007

Stark  9.1 9.8 9.2

White  9.6 10.0 9.6

African‐American/Black  2.6 7.5 4.6

Ohio 10.1 10.7 11.1
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Range 
 

Source 
Ohio Department of Mental Health - MACSIS 
Mental Health and Recovery Board of Stark County 
Caveat 
Counts represent individual clients billed 
Data from SFY 2000 through SFY 2007 is from the Ohio Department of Mental Health, SFY 2008 is data collected from 
the Mental Health and Recovery Board of Stark County 
Count may be an indication of capacity rather than demand. 

Behavioral Health Addiction Services Clients 

Stark County 
 High: 1,043.2 (2008) 
 Median: 909.7 
 Low: 713.7 (2003) 

White 
 High: 919.1 (2008)  
 Median: 775.0 
 Low: 612.2 (2003) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 2,678.3 (2000) 
 Median: 2,502.3 
 Low: 1,916.4 (2003) 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Stark County 868.3 909.7 826.5 713.7 811.6 1009.8 990.1 966.9 1043.2

White 722.4 775.0 703.9 612.2 710.9 887.8 862.2 828.0 919.1

African‐American/Black 2678.3 2577.3 2363.3 1916.4 2000.9 2502.3 2500.3 2657.2 2648.4
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Range 
Smoke 
 High: 26% (2004) 
 Median: 23% 
 Low: 20% (2006) 

Do Not Smoke 
 High: 80% (2006) 
 Median: 77% 
 Low: 74% (2004) 

Behavioral Health Tobacco Use 

Source 
Stark County Health Department - Stark Poll 
Caveat 
The Stark Poll is a statistically representative telephone survey of Stark County residents. 
Tobacco use is self-reported by the respondent. 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Smoke 26% 23% 20% 24% 22%

Do Not Smoke 74% 77% 80% 76% 79%
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Ages 18‐24 Ages 25‐34 Ages 35‐44 Ages 45‐54 Ages 55‐64 Ages 65+

Smokers 35% 30% 22% 30% 23% 8%
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Stark County Tobacco Use by Age 2008

 

Source 
Stark County Health Department, Center for Marketing and Opinion Research, L.L.C - Stark Poll 
Caveat 
The Stark Poll is a statistically representative telephone survey of Stark County residents. 
Tobacco use is self-reported by the respondent. 

Behavioral Health Tobacco Use by Age 
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Range 

Source 
Center for Marketing and Opinion Research, L.L.C - Stark Poll 
Caveat 
The Stark Poll is a statistically representative telephone survey of Stark County residents. 
Insurance coverage is self-reported by the respondent. 

Access to Care Health Insurance Coverage 

Uninsured 
 High: 14% (2009) 
 Median: 13% 
 Low: 9% (2006) 

Insured 
 High: 91% (2006) 
 Median: 87% 
 Low: 86% (2009) 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Uninsured 10% 9% 13% 13% 14%

Insured 90% 91% 87% 87% 86%
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Access to Care Health Insurance Coverage by Race 
Range 

Source 
Center for Marketing and Opinion Research, L.L.C - Stark Poll 
Caveat 
The Stark Poll is a statistically representative telephone survey of Stark County residents. 
Insurance coverage is self-reported by the respondent. 

White 
 High: 12.6% (2009) 
 Median: 11.2% 
 Low: 7.8% (2006) 

People of Color 
 High: 25.8% (2009) 
 Median: 19.8% 
 Low: 16.3% (2005) 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

White 9.8% 7.8% 12.0% 11.2% 12.6%

People of Color 16.3% 19.8% 19.6% 21.4% 25.8%
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Under $18,000 
$18,000 to 
$36,000 

$36,000 to 
$54,000 

$54,000 to 
$72,000 

Over $72,000 

Uninsured 29.5% 24.3% 10.7% 8.1% 2.3%

Insured 70.5% 75.7% 89.3% 91.9% 97.7%
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Stark County Health Insurance Coverage
by Annual Household Income 2009

 

Access to Care Health Insurance Coverage by Income 

Source 
Center for Marketing and Opinion Research, L.L.C - 2009 Stark Poll 
Caveat 
The Stark Poll is a statistically representative telephone survey of Stark County residents. 
Insurance coverage is self-reported by the respondent. 
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Access to Care Health Insurance Coverage by Age 

Source 
Center for Marketing and Opinion Research, L.L.C - 2007 Stark Poll 
Caveat 
The Stark Poll is a statistically representative telephone survey of Stark County residents. 
Insurance coverage is self-reported by the respondent. 

18 to 24 25 to 34 35 to 44 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 and older

Uninsured 26.4% 18.3% 13.2% 15.0% 15.2% 4.8%

Insured 73.6% 81.7% 86.8% 85.0% 84.8% 95.2%
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Source 
Center for Marketing and Opinion Research, L.L.C - 2007 Stark Poll 
Caveat 
The Stark Poll is a statistically representative telephone survey of Stark County residents. 
Insurance coverage is self-reported by the respondent. 

Access to Care Health Insurance Coverage by Employment 

Unemployed Employed Part‐Time Employed Full‐Time All Other Retired

Uninsured 31.0% 23.5% 9.0% 16.8% 6.0%

Insured 69.0% 76.5% 91.0% 83.2% 94.0%
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SFY 2000 SFY 2001 SFY 2002 SFY 2003 SFY2004 SFY 2005 SFY 2006

Recipients 41,074 44,971 48,187 52,177 56,454 58,421 58,561

Expenditures $235,378,520 $263,750,575  $294,788,515  $333,266,842  $347,615,489 $374,083,823 $369,680,756
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Stark County Medicaid Recipients and Expenditures

Range 

Recipients 
 High: 58,561 (SFY 2006) 
 Median: 52,177 
 Low: 41,074 (SFY 2000) 

Expenditures 
 High: $374,083,823 (SFY 2005) 
 Median: $33,266,842 
 Low: $235,378,520 (SFY 2000) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services - Ohio Medicaid Reports 
Definition 
State Fiscal Year (SFY) - The fiscal year for the State of Ohio is July 1 through June 30 
Caveat 
Expenditures not adjusted for inflation. 

Access to Care Medicaid Recipients/Expenditures 
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Range 

 

Medicaid Eligible 
 High: 17.6% (SFY 2006) 
 Median: 15.6% 
 Low: 12.0% (SFY 2000) 

White 
 High: 15.1% (SFY 2006) 
 Median: 13.2% 
 Low: 9.6 (SFY 2000) 

African-American/Black 
 High: 52.2% (SFY 2006) 
 Median: 49.4% 
 Low: 41.3% (SFY 2000) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services - Ohio Medicaid Reports 
Definitions 
Percent Eligibles - The percent of the total group population that is eligible for Medicaid 
State Fiscal Year (SFY) - The fiscal year for the State of Ohio is July 1 through June 30 

Access to Care Medicaid Eligible 

SFY 2000 SFY 2001 SFY 2002 SFY 2003 SFY 2004 SFY 2005 SFY 2006

Total 12.0% 14.2% 14.5% 15.6% 16.7% 17.3% 17.6%

White 9.6% 11.6% 12.1% 13.2% 14.2% 14.9% 15.1%

African‐American/Black 41.3% 46.5% 46.5% 49.4% 50.0% 51.2% 52.2%
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SFY 2000 SFY 2001 SFY 2002 SFY 2003 SFY 2004 SFY 2005 SFY 2006

0‐4 35.6% 40.7% 41.8% 44.8% 49.2% 49.3% 50.3%

5‐18 21.3% 25.1% 26.1% 29.4% 33.1% 33.2% 35.2%

19‐64 6.9% 8.9% 9.1% 9.8% 10.4% 10.5% 11.2%

65‐84 7.3% 7.3% 7.1% 7.2% 6.9% 7.1% 6.9%

85+ 25.3% 25.7% 24.1% 22.8% 20.8% 19.3% 20.9%
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Stark County Medicaid Eligible by Age Group

Range 
0-4 
 High: 50.3% (SFY 2006) 
 Median: 44.8% 
 Low: 35.6% (SFY 2000) 

05-18 
 High: 35.2% (SFY 2006) 
 Median: 29.4% 
 Low: 21.3% (SFY 2000) 

19-64 
 High: 11.2% (SFY 2006) 
 Median: 9.8% 
 Low: 6.9% (SFY 2000) 

65-84 
 High: 7.3% (SFY 2001) 
 Median: 7.1% 
 Low: 6.9% (SFY 2004) 

85+ 
 High: 25.7% (SFY 2001) 
 Median: 22.8% 
 Low: 19.3% (SFY 2005) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services - Ohio Medicaid Reports 
Definitions 
Percent Eligibles - The percent of the total group population that is eligible for Medicaid 
State Fiscal Year (SFY) - The fiscal year for the State of Ohio is July 1 through June 30 

Access to Care Medicaid Eligible by Age 
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Housing 
More than 50 percent of the housing stock in Stark County was built prior to 1960. Housing stock in 
the urban centers is older, with more than 65 percent built prior to 1960. Much of the new housing 
has been built in the growing suburban townships along the western and northern borders of Stark 
County. 
 
Census Bureau estimates show that since 1990 the number of housing units in Stark County has 
increased more than the number of households. As a result, the number of vacant housing units has 
increased. Slow population growth coupled with a larger number of vacant units, particularly rental 
units, has produced low appreciation in the value of housing and in the cost of rent. Historically, low 
housing appreciation has led to comparatively low housing prices. 
  
From 2000 to 2008, despite the low cost of housing in Stark County, the annual number of foreclo-
sures has increased by nearly two and one-half times. Formerly, targeted predatory lending prac-
tices and the sub-prime mortgage market have contributed to the increase in foreclosures. Currently, 
the economy has had a big impact on housing in Stark County with the loss of income now being the 
biggest factor in foreclosure.  
 
The economic downturn and increased foreclosures have resulted in less credit being available to 
finance housing purchases. In addition, housing values have decreased. Banks are hesitant to ex-
tend mortgages on homes at a depressed value. The lack of credit and hesitancy to extend mort-
gages is particularly true in Alliance, Canton and Massillon and low-income areas.  
 
In Stark County, an individual must earn approximately $25,000 a year to afford a two bedroom 
apartment. The median income in 2008 for households in Stark County is $44,447. Housing in Stark 
County is affordable for most people. Despite Stark County’s relatively low cost of housing, there are 
those whose incomes are insufficient to purchase a home or rent an apartment. For them, subsi-
dized housing is an alternative. However, the demand for subsidized housing has outstripped avail-
able supply. For this reason among others, some people  are homeless.  
 
Neighborhoods 
Stark County is characterized by a diverse mix of development patterns including older urban cities, 
suburban townships and rural areas with small villages. During the past two decades, the central cit-
ies have declined in population and have increased in the percentage of elderly, minorities and low-
income households. Population growth in the county has largely been in the suburban townships. 
The suburban townships have had an increase in housing construction since the 1970’s. The popu-
lations of the suburban townships are predominantly white with middle to upper incomes and higher 
educational attainment than are the populations of the cities or rural townships and villages. The ru-
ral townships and villages are predominantly located along the southern, western and eastern bor-
ders of the county. The populations in these rural townships and villages are predominantly white 
with moderate to lower incomes and lower educational attainment than the populations in the subur-
ban townships. 
  
The definition of “neighborhood” varies. Residents of Stark County’s larger cities tend to describe 
their neighborhood as the surrounding blocks, while the residents of the small cities and villages  

Neighborhood Development 
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Neighborhood Development 
 
Neighborhoods (Continued) 
may refer to their city or village as their neighborhood. Those living in the suburban townships iden-
tify the township as their neighborhood. Apartment complexes or individual buildings can even be 
considered by their residents to be their neighborhoods. Regardless of form, successful neighbor-
hoods are those in which the residents invest their time, effort and money. These neighborhoods 
have the leadership, connections and neighbor interaction that sustain the neighborhood. Successful 
neighborhoods also have low resident mobility and/or a high percentage of home ownership. The 
majority of the neighborhoods in Stark County are successful neighborhoods. 
 
The maintenance of housing has an impact on a neighborhood as a whole. Where there is more in-
vestment, especially in areas of high rates of owner occupancy, neighborhood residents are more 
inclined to participate in the upkeep and maintenance of the neighborhood. Other neighborhoods 
with high levels of transients often fall into disrepair. High levels of foreclosure and vacancy present 
challenges to already struggling neighborhoods throughout Stark County. The issue of home repair 
is not limited to the elderly but also the disabled and the unemployed. Local programs help the eld-
erly, disabled or unemployed repair homes but the scope and available funding is limited.  
 
Neighborhood associations in Canton, Massillon and Alliance have been actively working to improve 
neighborhoods through the efforts of residents. Alliance is just beginning to develop neighborhood 
associations. Neighborhood associations have been successful in creating an increased sense of 
community. The associations provide a point of contact for residents who care. One neighbor’s ef-
forts to care for his/her property can encourage others to maintain their properties. Neighborhood 
associations have provided a platform from which concerned residents can advocate for change 
from government. People coming together though neighborhood associations can be a step toward 
larger systemic change. Systemic change requires the collaboration of various entities, government, 
community organizations and concerned residents. All of these groups coming together builds the 
capacity of a neighborhood.  Capacity building is a long term issue. 
 
Some neighborhood groups are attempting to reverse neighborhood decline through neighborhood 
revitalization projects. Locally there have been a variety of approaches to neighborhood revitaliza-
tion, such as housing, economic, infrastructure and resident leadership development with crime pre-
vention and the (re)establishment of social connections playing critical roles. It is, however, too early 
to draw any hard conclusions regarding the best approaches. 
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Neighborhoods Neighborhood Associations 

Source 
Stark Community Foundation 
Definition 
Neighborhood Association - A group of neighborhood residents, who take on problems or organize activities within a 
neighborhood. Neighborhood associations can be a formal organization with elected leadership and registered as  
501(c)3 nonprofit organizations. 
Caveat 
The numbers shown here are cumulative. The number of participants assumes an average of 30 people per meeting 
and does not reflect the actual number of residents who participate in neighborhood association planned events. 

Stark County Neighborhood Associations 

  
Number of Residents Completing 

Neighborhood Leadership Training   
Number of Neighborhood Associations 

(excluding Block Clubs) 
Number of Residents Participating in 

Neighborhood Associations 

  2004 2005 2006 2007 2004 2005 2006 2007 2004 2005 2006 2007 
Canton  161 193 224 254 23 33 43 50 1,011 1,349 1,290 1500 
Massillon  34 43 47 54 5 5 5 6 167 273 150 180 
Alliance  0 0 6 12 0 0 3 6 0 0 90 180 
Total 195 236 277 320 7 28 51 62 1,178 1,622 1,530 1,860 
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Housing  Owner-occupied Housing  Housing Housing Profile 

Source 
U.S. Census Bureau - 1990-2000 Census 
Definition 
Housing Unit - An occupied or vacant house, apartment, or a single room that is intended as separate living quarters  

1990 2000 1990 2000 1990 2000

Owner‐occupied Housing 
Units

Renter‐occupied Housing 
Units 

Vacant Housing Units 

United States 64.2% 66.2% 35.8% 33.8% 10.1% 9.0%

Ohio 67.5% 69.1% 32.5% 30.9% 6.5% 7.0%

Stark County 70.1% 72.4% 29.9% 27.6% 5.0% 5.5%
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Range 

Source 
U.S. Census Bureau - American Community Survey 
Definition 
Housing Unit - An occupied or vacant house, apartment, or a single room that is intended as separate living quarters  
Caveat 
Error bars denote 90% confidence range. 

Housing  Owner-occupied Housing  

Stark County 
 High: 72.4% (2003) 
 Median: 71.4% 
 Low: 68.8% (2008) 
 

Ohio 
 High: 70.2% (2003) 
 Median: 69.7% 
 Low: 68.6% (2000) 
 

United States 
 High: 67.3% (2006) 
 Median: 66.8% 
 Low: 65.3% (2000) 
 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Stark County 71.4% 69.6% 71.3% 72.4% 71.5% 72.0% 71.1% 72.1% 68.8%

Ohio 68.6% 68.8% 69.3% 70.2% 69.8% 69.9% 70.0% 69.7% 69.0%

United States 65.3% 65.7% 66.4% 66.8% 67.1% 66.9% 67.3% 67.2% 66.6%
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Range 

Housing  Housing Price Index  

Canton-Massillon MSA 
 High:  (2008 2Q) 
 Median:  
 Low:  (1978 2Q) 

Ohio 
 High:  (2008 1Q) 
 Median:  
 Low:  (1978 1Q) 

United States 
 High:  (2007 2Q) 
 Median:  
 Low:  (1978 1Q) 

Source 
Office of Federal Housing Enterprise Oversight 
Definition 
Canton-Massillon Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) - Stark and Carroll counties 
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Range 

Canton-Massillon MSA 
 High: $115,200 (2004) 
 Median: $101,850 
 Low: $66,200 (2009.I) 

Midwest 
 High: $168,300 (2005) 
 Median: $151,000 
 Low: $131,600 (2009.I) 

United States 
 High: $221,900 (2006) 
 Median: $196,350 
 Low: $167,300 (2009.I) 

Source 
National Association of Realtors 
Definition 
Canton-Massillon Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) - Stark and Carroll counties 

Housing  Single-Family House Prices  

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008.I  2008.II  2008.III  2008.IV  2009.I 2009.II 

Canton‐Massillon MSA $114,400 $115,200 $102,200 $109,300 $110,300 $88,500 $102,800 $98,500 $80,400 $66,200 $101,500

Midwest $143,700 $151,500 $168,300 $164,800 $161,400 $142,100 $160,700 $158,900 $139,500 $131,600 $146,800

United States $180,200 $195,200 $219,000 $221,900 $217,900 $196,100 $206,400 $200,400 $180,200 $167,300 $174,100
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Source 
U.S. Census Bureau - American Community Survey 
Caveat 
Error bars denote 90% confidence range. 

Housing  Owner-Occupied Units Median Cost  

2008

Stark County $1,188

Ohio $1,275

United States $1,514
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Source 
U.S. Census Bureau - American Community Survey 
Definition 
Housing Unit - An occupied or vacant house, apartment, or a single room that is intended as separate living quarters  
Caveats 
To be considered affordable all housing costs can not exceed 30% of household income. 
Error bars denote 90% confidence range. 

Housing  Owner-occupied Units by Value  

Less than 
$50,000

$50,000 to 
$99,999

$100,000 to 
$149,999

$150,000 to 
$199,999

$200,000 to 
$299,999

$300,000 to 
$499,999

$500,000 to 
$999,999

$1,000,000 or 
more

Stark County 7.2% 22.4% 31.8% 19.0% 13.6% 4.2% 1.5% 0.5%

Ohio 7.5% 21.4% 25.9% 19.2% 16.0% 7.2% 2.1% 0.7%

United States 8.2% 13.8% 14.5% 14.2% 18.7% 17.6% 10.5% 2.7%
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Source 
U.S. Census Bureau - American Community Survey 
Caveat 
Error bars denote 90% confidence range. 

Housing  Rent  

Less than 
$200

$200 to 
$299

$300 to 
$499

$500 to 
$749

$750 to 
$999

$1,000 to 
$1,499

$1,500 or 
more

Stark County 5.5% 2.5% 24.0% 39.6% 19.8% 7.4% 1.2%

Ohio 4.5% 3.5% 16.1% 38.2% 23.4% 11.5% 2.7%

United States 2.4% 3.5% 10.4% 25.9% 24.1% 22.6% 11.2%
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Housing  Owner-occupied Housing Cost by Income  

Source 
U.S. Census Bureau - American Community Survey 
Caveats 
To be considered affordable total housing costs can not exceed 30% of household income. 
Error bars denote 90% confidence range. 

Less than 20.0 
percent

20.0 to 24.9 
percent

25.0 to 29.9 
percent

30.0 to 34.9 
percent

35.0 percent or 
more

Stark County 40.0% 19.0% 14.8% 7.6% 18.6%

Ohio 38.1% 17.9% 13.2% 8.5% 22.3%

United States 33.9% 16.0% 12.4% 8.9% 28.8%
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Housing  Rent by Income  

Source 
U.S. Census Bureau - American Community Survey 
Caveats 
To be considered affordable total housing costs can not exceed 30% of household income. 
Error bars denote 90% confidence range. 

Less than 15.0 
percent

15.0 to 19.9 
percent

20.0 to 24.9 
percent

25.0 to 29.9 
percent

30.0 to 34.9 
percent

35.0 percent or 
more

Stark County 13.8% 13.6% 11.1% 15.1% 6.5% 40.0%

Ohio 13.9% 13.7% 12.9% 11.6% 8.8% 39.1%

United States 13.0% 12.7% 12.9% 11.6% 9.2% 40.6%
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Range 
 

Housing  Foreclosures 

Source 
Ohio Supreme Court - Courts of Common Pleas: General Division 

 High: 3,017 (2009) 
 Median: 2,124 
 Low: 1,059 (1999) 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Foreclosures 1,059 1,247 1,570 2,021 2,119 2,129 2,167 2,799 2,808 3,017
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Range 

Source 
Ohio Supreme Court - Courts of Common Pleas: General Division 
US Census Bureau - American Community Survey 
Caveat 
Rate calculated using American Community Survey estimates for Stark County. 

Housing  Rate of Foreclosure 

Stark County 
 High: 29.1 (2008) 
 Median: 19.9 
 Low: 12.3 (2000) 

Ohio 
 High: 27.6 (2008) 
 Median: 18.7 
 Low: 11.7 (2000) 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Stark County 12.3 15.1 19.3 19.8 19.9 20.4 26.0 25.8 29.1

Ohio 11.7 14.2 17.9 18.2 18.7 20.3 25.1 26.5 27.6
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Public Safety 
 
Crime 
According to the 2009 Stark Poll, crime and safety concerns ranked second among Stark County’s 
most important problems. The crime rate reported in any jurisdiction is affected by many variables. 
Among the variables are economics, mental health, substance abuse and the capacity of the law en-
forcement and judicial systems to investigate and prosecute. Residents, in interviews and various 
community forums, have called for greater police interaction with the community. Local law enforce-
ment officials state that crime occurs when there is a greater opportunity for success. Deterrence, to 
a degree, will affect the level of crime.  
  
Local law enforcement and criminal justice system personnel repeatedly state that the abuse of 
drugs and alcohol and economic conditions are common factors associated with crime. The Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction 2008 Intake Survey for Stark County states that 80 per-
cent of the responding inmates said they had abused drugs; 64 percent reported abusing alcohol in 
the last six months; and 46 percent reported being unemployed at the time of incarceration. 
 
Connected to the issue of drugs is the problem of gangs. Community leaders report that gangs and 
drugs are consistently mentioned as significant issues related to crime. According to the Gang Task-
force, currently there are five to eight active organized gangs in Stark County with approximately 20 
more less organized gang-like groups. In response to the issue of gangs, community organizations 
and residents are helping to raise awareness both politically and throughout affected neighborhoods. 
  
Juvenile offenses, like adult crime, are more prevalent in the urban areas than in the rural or subur-
ban areas of the county. Disparities exist based on geography, gender and race. These disparities 
are evident particularly with African-American/black students. The increasing numbers of girls 
charged is of concern. Additionally, the Stark County Family Court and the Community Corrections 
Facility (CCF) reported family discord and substance abuse as factors contributing to juvenile of-
fenses.  
 
When the juvenile would benefit, Stark County Family Court is moving away from strictly punitive 
measures to interventionist measures. The court assesses juveniles to determine the root cause(s) 
of the offending behavior. These assessments provide the court a basis for determining appropriate 
interventions.  
 
Also important is the social environment surrounding reentry. Jobs and housing are the primary con-
cern and difficulty for people reentering the community. There is a reentry program in Stark County 
to help both adults and juveniles transition from incarceration to society. Contact with members of 
the reentry team enable the justice system to monitor and help support individuals reentering the 
community. However, Stark County, like many other places, suffers from a lack of capacity to handle 
the increasing case loads.  
 
Communications 
Public safety includes fire protection, emergency medical services and emergency and disaster re-
sponse as well as law enforcement. Stark County’s 33 fire departments, 26 law enforcement agen-
cies, 11 private ambulance services, four health departments and four hospitals are all charged with 
responsibilities during emergency situations.  
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Public Safety 
 
Communications (Continued) 
Currently, the City of Canton and Stark County Sheriff’s Department operate two separate radio sys-
tems. The city of Canton and Stark County Sheriff’s Department are building the infrastructure that in 
the next three to five years will provide an interagency day-to-day primary system that is compatible 
with the state and federal systems. The system will operate from a central communication hub and 
will provide for data transfer as well as audio. As a result of coordination and cooperation between 
Stark County Sheriff’s Department and the City of Canton, in early 2010 all Stark County safety 
forces will have a communications system linking all the agencies on an emergency basis. This sys-
tem will also have the capacity to provide day to day communications. 
 
Currently there are two 9-1-1 call centers: one in Canton City and one at the Stark County Public 
Safety Center. There are 11 dispatching centers that are responsible for dispatching fire, ambulance 
and police. In some instances the fire and police departments of a single political jurisdiction are dis-
patched by different dispatch centers. Multiple dispatching centers combined with overlapping juris-
dictions have resulted at times in the delay in the dispatch and arrival of safety forces. 
 
The Stark County Council of Governments funded a study in 2007 that recommended the creation of 
a central dispatch center. In 2009 the proposal was accepted and the Commissioners imposed a 0.5 
percent sales tax to pay for the center. The Stark County Council of Governments has created a 
governance committee for central dispatching. However, the voters of Stark County rejected the 
sales tax and the proposal is now under review.  
 
Emergency Medical Services 
In Stark County, 28 public or quasi-public agencies respond to emergency medical services (EMS) 
calls. Of those, 23 regularly transport patients to hospitals. The others rely on private ambulances for 
that service. Ten fire departments are independent, private businesses hired by local governments, 
which means government leaders have no direct control over operations. Stark County EMS crews 
are overseen by a volunteer board consisting of an emergency room physician from each hospital 
that writes protocol and reviews practice for most of the county’s EMS crews.  
 
There are wide variations in staffing and equipment which affect ability to provide medical assistance 
and response time getting the patient to appropriate care. Some EMS stations are fully staffed 24 
hours a day with paramedics available for transporting patients. Others are only staffed part-time or 
entirely by volunteers. Annual budgets range from $15 million in Canton City to $88,000 in Navarre. 
Response times range from an average under five minutes in Canton, Plain and Jackson to over 10 
minutes in rural areas of the county.  
 
Emergency Preparedness 
Emergency preparedness and planning is a vital part of emergency response for Stark County. The 
Stark County Emergency Management Agency has a central role in emergency preparedness for 
the county. EMA serves all local government offices that have direct responsibility for the safety of 
Stark County residents. Stark County EMA has additional legal responsibilities for emergency re-
sponse, recovery, and serves as the point of contact/coordination between municipal, state, and fed-
eral governments. Specific areas of authority and responsibilities for emergency management are 
clearly delineated in state law, as well as local, and county ordinances.  Despite high levels of  
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Public Safety 
 
Emergency Preparedness (Continued) 
cooperation, tension still exists between local county and state jurisdictions. To help alleviate this 
tension the National Incident Management System trains jurisdictions to develop a unified command 
structure. 
 
Different agencies within Stark County often collaborate to form contingency plans for weather, 
health and hazardous material emergencies. The recent H1N1 flu pandemic is an example of the 
collaboration of the health departments, Sheriff’s Department and others in the distribution of flu vac-
cines. Such a response comes from the Public Health Disaster Plan which includes a Standard Op-
eration Guidelines for a variety of health threats to the community. The public health departments 
work cooperatively with partners in the development of the plan. Additionally, drills and exercises are 
conducted locally and regionally to test and evaluate the community’s readiness should a health-
related disaster occur. 
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Crime Violent Crime Rates 

Source 
U.S. Department of Justice - Criminal Justice Information Services Division 
Definition 
Violent Crime Rate - Crime including the following: murder and non-negligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and 
aggravated assault 
Caveat 
Crime rates are for the Stark County jurisdictions and years that were reported to the FBI. 
Zero (0.0) indicates no crime reported to the FBI. 
All data is self-reported 
Due to the nature of the data collection methods, comparing statistical data of individual reporting units is highly dis-
couraged. 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

U. S. 506.5 504.4 494.4 475.8 465.5 469.2 473.5 466.9 454.5

Ohio 334.1 351.9 351.7 333.9 341.8 351.3 350.3 343.2 348.2

Alliance 669.7 406.1 334.6 348.8 369.4 389.9 471.3 390.4

Canton 1,428.10 1,213.10 874.6 1,493.4 835.6 1021.7 967.5 896.1

Jackson Township 63.8 199.7 166.0 131.9

North Canton 55.7 79.3 78.9 90.4 83.6 65.5 77.4 89.5 41.5

Perry Township 75.4 116.4 170.6 134.1 75.8 206.4 230.6 238.7

Stark County Sheriff 74.1 91.6 111.2 100.3 127.7 143.6 127.9 100.7
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Source 
U.S. Department of Justice - Criminal Justice Information Services Division 
Definition 
Property Crime - Crime including the following: burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson 
Caveat 
Crime rates are for the Stark County jurisdictions and years that were reported to the FBI. 
Zero (0.0) indicates no crime reported to the FBI. 
All data is self-reported 
Due to the nature of the data collection methods, comparing statistical data of individual reporting units is highly dis-
couraged. 

Crime Property Crime Rate 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

U. S. 3618.3 3656.1 3630.6 3591.2 3514.1 3429.8 3334.5 3263.5 3212.5

Ohio 3707.7 3825.7 3760.1 3650.1 3662.3 3662.7 3678.6 3455.2 3411.7

Alliance 5314.4 5531.8 5406.1 5061.5 4665.3 4616.9 4867.2 4846.3

Canton 6519.3 6921.5 6850.7 7666.0 7569.4 7819.0 7829.3 6791.8

Jackson Township 964.8 3520.7 3435.6 3424.4

North Canton 730.7 725.7 1512.1 2343.8 2321.6 1963.9 2035.7 1545.3 1610.8

Perry Township 2280.0 2450.5 2027.3 2376.7 1905.6 2595.1 2732.1 2733.1

Stark County Sheriff 2319.4 2234.6 2589.1 2517.9 2562.5 2430.1 2509.7 2314.0
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Range 
 

Source 
Ohio Supreme Court - Ohio Courts Summary 
Definitions 
Filings include new filings, reactivations and transfers 

Crime Common Pleas Filings 

Filings Overall 
 High: 8,105 (2008) 
 Median: 6,521 
 Low: 4,913 (2000) 

Criminal Filings 
 High: 1,946 (2007) 
 Median: 1,513 
 Low: 1,310 (2000) 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Filings Overall 4,913 5,481 6,500 6,352 6,718 6,521 7,441 7,714 8,105

Criminal Filings 1,310 1,418 1,513 1,339 1,748 1,511 1,682 1,946 1,889
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Range 
 

Source 
Stark County Clerk of Courts - 2003 Annual Report and unpublished data for 2004 through 2007 
Definitions 
Crimes Against Persons - Includes: gambling; offenses against the public peace; offenses against justice and public 
administration; conspiracy, attempt and complicity, weapons control, and corrupt activity; drug offenses; miscellaneous 
offenses; solid and hazardous wastes and liquor control laws 
Crimes Against Property - Includes: arson and related offenses; robbery, burglary, trespass and safecracking and theft 
and fraud 
Crimes Against Society - Includes: homicide and assault, kidnapping and extortion, sex offenses and labeling of haz-
ardous substances 

Crime Indictments by Type 

Crimes Against Persons 
 High: 480 (2004) 
 Median: 389 
 Low: 341 (2006) 

Crimes Against Property 
 High: 1,152 (2004) 
 Median: 991 
 Low: 793 (2006) 

Crimes Against Society 
 High: 1,441 (2004) 
 Median: 1,102 
 Low: 859 (2006) 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Crimes Against Persons 442 389 394 480 369 341 368

Crimes Against Property 991 1,020 931 1,152 1,075 793 991

Crimes Against Society 1,316 1,175 1,102 1,441 1,076 859 903
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Range 
Alliance 
 High: 10.46 (2008) 
 Median: 7.75 
 Low: 5.37 (2001) 

Canton 
 High: 10.84 (2004) 
 Median: 9.75 
 Low: 8.09 (2000) 

Massillon 
 High: 6.67 (2007) 
 Median: 5.49 
 Low: 4.70 (2001) 

Source 
Ohio Supreme Court - Ohio Courts Summary 
Caveat 
Rates calculated based on Ohio Supreme Court population estimates by place. 

Crime Municipal Court Felony Cases 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Alliance 6.35 5.37 6.26 7.75 7.36 8.13 8.75 9.00 10.46

Canton 8.09 8.29 8.66 9.80 10.84 9.78 9.44 9.75 10.28

Massillon 4.99 4.70 5.08 5.49 5.96 5.41 6.10 6.67 6.07
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Range 
Alliance 
 High: 37.50 (2008) 
 Median: 31.37 
 Low: 26.51 (2003) 

Canton 
 High: 35.67 (2008) 
 Median: 28.22 
 Low: 25.85 (2001) 

Massillon 
 High: 26.30 (2000) 
 Median: 21.38 
 Low: 18.68 (2005) 

Source 
Ohio Supreme Court - Ohio Courts Summary 
Caveat 
Rates calculated based on Ohio Supreme Court population estimates by place. 

Crime Municipal Court Misdemeanor Cases 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Alliance 31.75 32.15 27.08 26.51 30.34 31.37 31.26 36.86 37.50

Canton 28.17 25.85 26.26 26.20 29.75 31.26 28.22 32.10 35.67

Massillon 26.30 23.17 23.54 20.91 19.12 18.68 19.04 21.38 21.76
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Range 

Source 
Ohio Supreme Court - Ohio Courts Summary 
Caveat 
Rates calculated based on Ohio Supreme Court population estimates by place. 

Crime Personal Injury and Property Damage Cases 

Alliance 
 High: 1.93 (2000) 
 Median:1.28  
 Low: 0.80 (2007) 

Canton 
 High: 3.03 (2000) 
 Median: 1.68 
 Low: 0.64 (2008) 

Massillon 
 High: 1.91 (2004) 
 Median: 1.69 
 Low: 0.960(2008) 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Alliance 1.93 1.69 1.30 1.28 1.12 1.10 0.82 0.80 1.30

Canton 3.03 1.55 1.84 2.22 2.03 1.68 1.13 0.93 0.64

Massillon 1.69 1.74 1.76 1.84 1.91 1.36 0.96 1.06 0.90
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Range 

Crime Offenders Committed 

Source 
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction - 2001-2008 Calendar Year Commitment Reports 
US Census Bureau - Table 1: Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Counties of Ohio: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 
2008 (CO‐EST2008‐01‐39) 
Caveat 
Rates calculated using the US Census Bureau Population Estimates for Stark County and Ohio 

Stark County 
 High: 282.91 (2006) 
 Median: 246.79 
 Low: 210.74 (2003) 

Ohio 
 High: 250.59 (2006) 
 Median: 208.53  
 Low: 173.83 (2001) 

 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Stark County 218.57 224.97 210.74 246.79 256.16 282.91 263.03 251.84

Ohio 173.83 190.94 198.15 208.53 218.19 250.59 245.50 235.01
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Crime Jail Population 
Range 

Source 
Stark County Sheriff's Office - Stark County Jail Daily Roster Profile Status 
Caveat 
Stark County Jail capacity is normally 379 beds. Jail capacity was reduced to 235 from January 16, 2003 through June 
19, 2003 as a result of layoffs required by funding levels. Capacity increased from 379 to 502 in 2008. 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Average Population 365 379 309 394 357 441 455

Capacity 379 379 235 379 379 379 502
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 High: 455 (2007) 
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Range 

Crime Alcohol-Related Crashes 

Crashes 
 High: 895 (1998) 
 Median: 590 
 Low: 499 (2001) 

Injuries 
 High: 653 (1998) 
 Median: 415 
 Low: 339 (2007) 

Deaths 
 High: 21 (2006) 
 Median: 12 
 Low: 7 (1999, 2008) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Public Safety - Ohio Traffic Crash Facts 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Crashes 895 802 690 499 566 581 639 590 619 517 515

Deaths 12 7 9 14 11 11 19 19 21 12 7

Injuries 653 559 484 367 413 406 459 415 430 339 345
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Source 
Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation - Crime in the United States, 2008 
Definition 
Law Enforcement Employee - The Uniform Crime Report Program defines law enforcement officers as individuals who 
ordinarily carry a firearm and a badge, have full arrest powers and are paid from government funds set aside specifi-
cally for payment of sworn law enforcement representatives. Civilian employees include personnel such as clerks, radio 
dispatchers, meter attendants, stenographers, jailers, correctional officers and mechanics provided that they are full-
time employees of the agency. 

Crime Law Enforcement Employees 

Stark County Law Enforcement Employees by Jurisdiction 2008 

  
Total law 

enforcement 
employees 

Total officers Total   
civilians 

Officers per 
1,000 population 

Total Law Enforcement 
Employees per 1,000 

population 

Alliance 53 40 13 1.8 2.4 
Canton 213 173 40 2.2 2.7 
Jackson Township 50 41 9 1.0 1.2 
North Canton 32 24 8 1.4 1.9 
Perry Township 29 23 6 0.8 1.0 
Stark County Sheriff 240 138 102 1.2 2.0 
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Crime  Juvenile Cases Closed  
Range 
Total Cases 
 High: 9,782 (2002) 
 Median: 8,455 
 Low: 6,413 (2008) 

Delinquencies 
 High: 3,255 (2002) 
 Median: 2,952 
 Low: 2,521 (2000) 

Unruly 
 High: 455 (2000) 
 Median: 359 
 Low: 215 (2005) 

Source 
Ohio Supreme Court - Ohio Courts Summary 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Total Cases 9,150 9,403 9,782 8,840 8,455 8,347 6,588 7,492 6,413

Delinquent 2,521 2,968 3,255 2,913 2,928 2,952 2,885 3,091 2,955

Unruly 455 364 359 299 305 215 260 380 365
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Crime  Youth Adjudications  
Range 
Total Adjudications 
 High: 337 (2005) 
 Median: 294 
 Low: 230 (2008) 

Source 
Ohio Department of Youth Services - Profile of Youth Adjudicated or Committed for Felony Offenses 

FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY00 FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08

Stark County 497 446 365 371 327 294 288 280 283 337 307 319 230
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Community Living 

 
Vince Watts - Chair 
Interim Director, Urban League of Greater Stark 
County 
 
Aimee Belden 
Director of Brain Gain, Canton Regional Chamber of 
Commerce 
 
Linda Dahl 
Manager of Public Information, Stark County District 
Library 
 
Lois DiGiacomo 
Executive Director, Rainbow Repertory Company 
 
Linda Fergason 
Senior Impact Council Director, United Way of 
Greater Stark County 
 
Mike Hanke 
County Administrator, Stark County Commissioners 
 
Bev Jordan 
Executive Director, Stark Social Workers Network 
 
Gary Kropf 
Executive Director, Love Canton 
 
Vince Pedro 
Executive Director, Massillon Girls and Boys Club 
 
Tim Shetzer 
CEO, YMCA of Central Stark County 
 
Vanessa Stergios 
Executive Director, AHEAD Foundation 

 

COMPASS Participants 
 

Economics 
 
Joe Halter, Jr. - Chair 
President, Solmet Technologies, Inc. 
 
Suzanne Clark 
Tech Prep Administrator, Stark State College of 
Technology 
 
Dave Kirven 
Business Agent, Plumbers, Pipefitters and Refrigera-
tion Local 94 
 
Steve Paquette 
President, Stark Development Board 
 
Tom Pukys 
President, Alliance Area Development Foundation 
 
Bob Sanderson 
President, Massillon Chamber of Commerce 
 
Alice Stephens 
Director, The Employment Source 
 
Peter Trumpower 
Director, Institutional Research and Planning, Stark 
State College of Technology 
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Education 

 
Thenice Gall - Chair 
Community Volunteer 
 
Kay Averette 
Community Center Branch Manager, Stark County 
District Library 
 
Geri Grove 
Early Language Literacy Specialist, Stark County 
Educational Service Center 
 
Christy Johnson 
Community Volunteer 
 
Theresa Manzell 
Development Director, Project GRAD Akron 
 
Douglas Marrah 
Superintendent, Minerva Local School District 
 
Joseph Rochford 
Vice President, Stark Education Partnership 

 
 

COMPASS Participants 
 

Environment 
 
Todd Paulus - Chair 
Environmental Health Unit Manager, Stark County 
Health Department 
 
Eric Akin 
Watershed Coordinator, NEFCO 
 
Mike Eberle 
Environmental Supervisor, Ohio Environmental Pro-
tection Agency Division of Emergency and Remedial 
Response Northeast District Office 
 
Derrick Loy 
General Manager - Field Operations, Energy Inde-
pendence of America Corp. 
 
Linda Morckel 
Staff, Joint Solid Waste Management District 
 
Rachel Lewis, 
Regional Planner, Stark County Regional Planning 
Commission 
 
Denny Tan 
Staff Field Inspector, Canton City Health Department 
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Families and Households 

 
Carol Lichtenwalter - Co-Chair 
Executive Director, Stark County Family Council 
 
Ken Weber - Co-Chair 
Executive Director, Goodwill Industries of Greater 
Cleveland and East Central Ohio 
 
Dorthea Armstead 
Human Services Division Program Manager, Stark 
County Department of Job and Family Services 
 
Theresa Cusma 
Director, Coleman Mediation Services  
 
Diane Dukat 
Director of Information and Referral, United Way of 
Greater Stark County 
 
David Kimberly 
Pastor, Faith Community Fellowship 
 
Kathy Strong 
Executive Director, JR Coleman Center 

 
 

COMPASS Participants 
 

Health 
 
Kay Conley - Chair 
Grants Coordinator, Stark County Health Department 
 
Les Abel 
Community Liaison, ACHIEVE 
 
Sharon Andreani 
Director of Nursing , Alliance City Health Department 
 
Dorthea Armstead 
Human Services Division Program Manager, Stark 
County Department of Job and Family Services 
 
Barb Blevins 
Director, Access Health Stark County 
 
Diane Daniels 
Marketing Coordinator, Canton Community Clinic 
 
Gary Feagles 
Executive Director, Western Stark Free Clinic 
 
Dana Hale 
Field Nurse Supervisor, Canton City Health Depart-
ment 
 
Wendy Hunter-Vaughn 
Manager of Programs, Mental Health and Recovery 
Services Board of Stark County 
 
Kellie Johnson M.D. 
Community Volunteer 
 
Marcas Miles 
Director of Programs and Communications, 
Employers Health Coalition of Ohio, Inc. 
 
Dawn Miller 
Program Officer, Sisters of Charity Foundation of 
Canton 
 
Fran Rice 
Community Volunteer 
 
Carol Risaliti 
Executive Director, Prescription Assistance Network 
of Stark County 
 
Lou Serapiglia 
Associate Vice President, Aultman Hospital 



184 

 
Neighborhood Development 

 
Cindy Lazor - Chair 
Vice President of Programs, Stark Community  
Foundation 
 
Larry Bell 
Director of Housing and Community Development, 
Association for Better Community Development 
 
Margaret Egbert 
Executive Director, YWCA of Canton 
 
Darlene Leghart 
Executive Director, Hammer and Nails 
 
Joel Owens 
Director, Community Building Partnership of Stark 
County  
 
Asie Singleton 
Security & Community Relations Officer, Stark Metro-
politan Housing Authority 
 
Julie Sparks 
Director of Administrative and Senior Programs 
J. R. Coleman Outreach Services 
 
Bruce Williams 
Assistant Director of Community and Economic  
Development, City of Canton 

COMPASS Participants 
 

Public Safety 
 
Bob Fernandez - Chair 
Director of Special Projects, Stark County Family 
Court 
 
Alex Haas 
Artisan Barista & President, Muggswigz Coffee and 
Tea Company 
 
Kristen Martinet 
Probation Officer, Stark County Adult Probation 
 
Kathy Paris 
Public Health Educator, Canton City Health Depart-
ment 
 
Susan Reighard 
Paralegal, community Legal Aid Services, Inc. 
 
Mike Rutledge 
Captain, Stark County Sheriff 
 
Asie Singleton 
Security & Community Relations Officer, Stark Metro-
politan Housing Authority 
 
Tim Warstler 
Director, Emergency Management Agency 
 
Tim Wires 
Juvenile Probation Officer, Stark County Family 
Court 





4825 Higbee Avenue NW 
Suite 101 

Canton, OH 44718 
Phone: (330) 491-9972 

Fax: (330) 491-0477 
www.starkcompass.org 

COMPASS is sponsored and facilitated by: 




